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Foon Container News 
‘The container of food for our children in Haiti 
transit, probably already loaded aboard ship in 
New York awaiting departure. I'm hoping and 
praying that it will be released from customs there 
(@ minor miracle) while I'm in Haiti in early 
November. Your help is sill needed — this food 
must yet be trucked from the port to the three 
schools it will serve, and there are substantial costs 
involved in actually getting it prepared and served. 


PusuicaTion PROGRESS 
‘Thanks be to God, the printing and binding of the 
Menaion for December is now completed, await- 
ing pickup at the bindery in Nashville. 
Backordered copies will be shipped the week of 17 
October, If you have not ordered a copy, now 
would be a good time to do so, so as to avoid need 
for expedited shipping! Wall Calendars and Pocket 
Calendars will also be ready by the end of the 
month, but it’s possible not all orders can be 
shipped prior to my return from Haiti 11 Novem- 
ber. Work on the Liturgical Calendarisin progress, 
hoping for shipping by mid-December. 
Patsoners” LrreraTure Funp 

For many years, SJKP has maintained a special fund 
for supplying Orthodox literature to the 
imprisoned — both Living Orthodoxy and (usually 
more costly) books. The need is steady, but contri- 
butions to the fund are not. As you pray at every 
vigil and liturgy for “the sick, the imprisoned...” 
please remember to put those prayers into action in 
any way you can, in particular by contributing to 
the fund. Checks may be made payable to SJKP, 
tagged “for PLE” (ora contribution can be added to 
your order; if ordering on the website, just include 
note at checkout as to how much you would like 
to donate & we'll rake care of the rest). 
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‘Want to know more about the Haitian 
Orthodox Mission? Visit the Mission website: 
www.haitianorthodoxmission.org 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE MIRACULOUS ICON OF THE ALL-HOLY THEOTOKOS 
“THE BUSH THAT BURNED YET WAS NOT CONSUMED” 
WHICH THE HOLY CHURCH COMMEMORATES 
ON THE 4™ DAY OF SEPTEMBER 


One of the Old Testament prefigurations that 
pointed to the Mother of God was the bush that 
burned yet was not consumed — the bush that 
Moses beheld all afire yet not devoured by the 
flames. This bush signified the immaculate con- 
ception of Christ by the Theotokos through the 
Holy Spirit. She was a virgin before giving birth, 
and remained a virgin during her birthgiving and 
ever afier. 

One may also ascribe another interpretation to 
the prefiguration of the bush that burned yet was 
not consumed: while giving birth on the earth, the 
Mother of God remained uncoi 
untouched by sin, a stranger co all iniqh 
Church’s hymnody one encounters this 
phrase: “As the bush burned without being con- 
sumed, so did the Mother of God give birth.” And 
ina sticheron for the Annunciation, we sing: “Re- 
joice, O unconsumed bush!” 

Pious Christian zeal has striven to fortify this 
concept with an artistic image, and this s the origin 
of the icon “The Bush That Burned Yet Was Not 
Consumed”. 

‘According to popular belief, this icon delivers 
from fire the houseof those who venerate it. Thus, 
one reads the account of an eyewitness who found 
himself present at a great conflagration that was 
devouring many homes, among which was alittle 
wooden building that did not burn: in ita woman 
stood, undaunted by her perl, holding in her hands 
the icon “The Bush That Burned Yet Was Not 
Consumed”. Tears poured down her checks, yet 


her expression was one of utter serenity and un- 
shakable faith. Ie was obvious that she did not fear 
for her own home, but was weeping over the 
misfortune of others. ‘The fire raged on, but the 
woman did not leave. The eyewitness withdrew, 
‘marveling at the woman's faith, but fully expecting 
that her house would be consumed. The following 
day, he returned to the scene of the fire. All the 
buildings had been reduced to heaps of ashes, 


‘except the little wooden house, which had been 
preserved by the power of the icon of the Mother of 
God. 


“The Bush That Burned Yer Was Not Con 
sumed” is sometimes depicted as a shrub sur- 
rounded by flames, on which is superimposed the 
half-figure image of the Mother of God holding the 
Infant in her arms. This form of the icon is rarely 
encountered. Far more frequently one sees the 
figure of the Mother of God set within an eight- 
pointed star. Thisstaris actuallya compositeoftwo 
four-pointed stars: one is red, reminding us of the 
color of the flames, and the other is green, symbol- 
ig the bush. In the corners of the stars are four 
mbols from the Apocalypse of Saint John the 
rheologian —a man, alion, a bullock and an eagle 
—as well as depictions of the archangels: Michael 
holding a staff, Raphael a phial, Uriel a flaming 
sword, Salathiel with a censer, Barachiel with a 
bunch of grapes, and Gabriel with an old-style 
trumpet. In the arms of the Mother of God, in 
jon to the infant Christ, one sometimes finds 
ced a ladder, its upper end resting upon the 
Virgin’s shoulder, as a reminder that itis through 
her that man has become able to ascend from the 
earth to heaven. One may also find depicted a gate 
and a staff — a symbol of the Savior, Who is 
referred to in the Church's hymns as the “Rod 
sprung from the root of Jesse.” 

One of the older examples of “The Bush That 
Burned Yet Was Not Consumed” may be found in 
the Cathedral of the Annunciation, in the Moscow 
Kremlin. It was brought to Moscow by monks 
from Palestine in the year 1390, and according to 
tradition is painted on a rock from the outcropping 
where Moses beheld the burning bush. 

In Moscow’s Church of the Unburne Bush, in 
Khamoviky, there isa fine old example of this icon 
which once had been set in the “holy wall” of the 
Kremlin’s Faceted Palace. The feast of this icon is 
celebrated twice a year: on September 4*, the 


commemoration of the Prophet Moses, who be- 
held the unburne bush, and on the sixth Sunday 
after Pascha, the Sunday of the Blind Man, since on 
that day, according to tradition, it was brought 
from the Kremlin to Khamoviky and the new 
church was consecrated. 

‘There was remarkable event connected with the 
covering of thisicon. In 1812, thecovering was looted 
by the French. Before their retreat from Moscow, a 
Polish soldier approached Father Alexis Vvedensky, 
the chaplain of the Novodevichy Convent, and gave 
him the covering from the icon “The Bush That 
Burned Yer Was Not Consumed”, asking that it be 
returned to the church from which it had been taken. 
‘The soldier admitted that from the moment he had 
stolen the covering he had had no peace and was filled 
with an unbearable sense of regret. 

This church also possesses a small copy of the 
icon “The Bush That Burned Yet Was Not Con- 
sumed”, which was donated in the year 1833 and 
whose popular veneration spread beginning in 
1837. Onit, in front ofthe figure of the Mother of 
God is depicted a man in attitude of prayer. The 
church also possesses a handwritten service for this 
icon, which bears a notation to the effect that on 


Mount Sinai it is customary to chant this service 
during storms, “when the lightning is fierce.” 

In 1822, in the city of Slavyansk, in the Prov- 
ince of Kharkov, there occurred a series of fires set 
by an arsonist. The inhabitants were at a loss what 
todo. Then, it was revealed in a dream to a pious 
old woman named Bel’nitskaya that if they had a 
copy of the icon “The Bush That Burned Yet Was 
Not Consumed” painted and had a service of 
supplication celebrated before it, the fires would 
cease, Bel'nitskaya related her dream to Protopriest 
Kostin. A copy of the icon was immediately com- 
missioned, and after the liturgy a service of suppli- 
cation was celebrated before it. That very day, a 
new fire broke out, but this time the arsonist was 
found: a mentally impaired child named Maura. 
And it was discovered that she had started all the 
fires. After this, the fires ceased, and the grateful 
people had a shrine constructed for the icon, bear- 
ing the inscription, “In memory of the salvation of 
this city from fire. 1822”. The icon was enshrined 
in the Church of the Holy Trinity. 

There is also a venerated copy of “The Bush 
‘That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed” in the 
village of Kubensk, in the Province of Vologda. 


Translated from the Russian by the reader luaae E. Lamberuen, from The Mother of God, 


by E. Poselyanin (Sanks-Petersburg: P. P. Soikin Book Publisher, nd.) pp. 564-566. Copyright © 2011. All rights reserved. 


AKATHIST HYMN TO THE ALL-HOLY THEOTOKOS, 
INHONOR OF HER MIRACULOUSICON, 
“THE BUSH THAT BURNED YET WAS NOT CONSUMED”, 


Kontakion I 

Unto the chosen leader, the all-pure and 
divinely joyous Virgin Theotokos, who hath glad- 
dened the Church of Christ by the manifestation of 
her fiery image, and by it doth defend the faithful 
against fiery conflagration, do we utter hymnody of 
praise: As thou art possessed of invincible might 
and great loving-kindness, O Mother of God, do 
thou, whom we call the Bush That Burned Yet Was 
Not Consumed, make haste to help us who are in 
need of thine aid; and free from all misfortunes 
those who cry to thee: 


Rejoice, O thou whoart full of grace, thou Bush 
‘That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


Ixos I 

© Lady Theotokos, Queen of the angels and 
Mistress of all creation, who on high receivest 
hymnody of praise from the angelic choirs, 
vouchsafe that we who are fashioned of earth and 
dust may with our voices offer thee praises of 
thanksgiving for thy surpassing mercy toward the 
human race. And even though we are unworthy to 


a 


hymn thee as is meet, yet, as thou art good disdain 
not our meager praises; and as thy Son mercifully 
accepted the two mites of the widow, so hearken 
with loving compassion unto us who cry out to thee 
with compunction: 

Rejoice, thou who didst bear the fire of the 
Godhead within thy womb without being 
consumed; 

rejoice, thou who gavest birth to the Savior of 
fallen mankind! 

Rejoice, thou who by thineall-pure birthgiving 
didse set the power of hades at naught; 

rejoice, thou who didse free Adam and Eve 
from the ancient curse! 

Rejoice, thou who didst immaculately serve the 
incarnation of One of the Trinity; 

rejoice, thou who didst seedlessly give flesh to 
the Creator of heaven and earth! 

Rejoice, O thou whoartfull ofgrace, thou Bush 
‘That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


Konrakion ID 

Beholding on Sinai the bush that burned yet 
‘was not consumed, Moses was filled with awe; and, 
lot a divine voice came to him out of the bush, 
saying: “Take the sandals from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standestis holy ground.” And 
we lowly ones, likewise heeding this command, 
confess the mystery of the incarnation of the Word 
of God through the all-pure Virgin, which was 
prefigured by the bush that burned without being 
consumed; and with fear we bow down before the 
place of the divine epiphany, crying out to che 
Creator of all chings: Alleluia! 


Ikos IT 

Human reason is unable to grasp the mystery of 
the dispensation of God: the redemption of fallen 
mankind forcordained from the creation of the 
world in the preécernal counsel of the Godhead in 
three Hypostases. Yet, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
and foresceing from afar the wonder of wonders, 
that the Creator would take upon Himself the form 
ofa servant, desiring to save the work of His hands 
from everlasting perdition, the holy prophets of 


God proclaimed in types and true prophecies the 
redemption of the human race that would be ac- 
complished through the promise of redemption, to 
which thou gavest flesh, O most pure one, and hast 
therefore been granted to become the Mother of 
thy Lord, Who moveth us to chant unto thee: 
Rejoice, fiery palace of Him Who sitteth upon 
the cherubim; 
rejoice, luminous bower of Him Who 
‘commandeth the seraphim! 
Rejoice, bier of the great King, higher than the 
mountains of heaven; 
rejoice, animate throne of Him Who governeth 
those on high! 
Rejoice, sanctified tabernacle of the Godhead, 
greater than the Holy of holies; 
rejoice, golden jar, whercin the saving Manna 
was prepared: the flesh and blood of the 
divine Lamb! 
Rejoice, O thou whoartfull ofgrace, thou Bush 
‘That Burned Yer Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


KonTakion IID 

Acting with the power of the Most High, O all- 
good Mistress, by thy holy icon thou dost restrain the 
power of the nature of fire, and thereby also workest 
‘many miracles throughout the world; wherefore, the 
Christian race blesseth thee with voices of praise, and 
amid sudden misfortunes, and especially in time of 
fiery conflagration, it flecth to thee in prayer, receiv- 
ing timely aid from thee. Wherefore, we cry out 10 
thee in thanksgiving unto Christ, the King of glory, 
‘Who hath glorified thee: Alleluia! 


Ixos IID 

Having great love for the people redeemed by 
the precious blood of thy Son and God, O all-pure 
Mother of God, thou didst receive from Him the 
authority to order and protect the Christian race; 
for for sinners thou art the surety of their repen- 
tance before their Creator, O hope of salvation for 
the hopeless, speedy aid for the troubled, mighty 
search for the perishing, and protection for the 
whole world. And rendering love for love unto 
thee, our compassionate and right loving helper, in 
humility of mind we say: 


VS 


Rejoice, O universal joy, whereby tears are 
‘wiped away from the eyes of those who suffer 
and are sorrowful; 

rejoice, right tranquil haven, wherein those 
bestormed by the tempest of the passions of 
the sea of life are saved! 

Rejoice, O almighty one, who dost allay the 
wrath of God that isjustly aroused against us; 

rejoice, thou who dost quench the flame of fire 
with the dew of thy prayers before the throne 
of the Almighty! 

Rejoice, thou who by thy heavenly intercession 
dost preserve from thunder and lightning; 
rejoice, thou who in good time dost render thy 
holy help unto every soul chat prayeth to thee 

with faith! 

Rejoice, O thouwho art full ofgrace, thou Bush 
‘That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


Kontakion IV. 

When the storm of fire descendeth upon us 
suddenly, and flame surroundeth our cities and 
towns, O most merciful Lady, haste thou to the aid 
of us who are helpless, and by thy precious icon 
defend and deliver us from the fiery punishment we 
deserve because of our sins. For we sinners have 
thee as an unashamed helper; we place our trust in 
thee and, glorifying the power of thy prayers, we cty 
‘our to the Savior of the world Who was born of 
thee: Alleluia! 


Ikos IV 
O our Queen most good, we hear of and behold 
the great miracles wrought through thine icon, which 
thou hast given us for our consolation and defense in 
the midst of misfortunes; for, lo! all-devouring fire 
failech in its strength in the presence of the grace-filled 
power of thine all-pure image, as we have seen and 
experienced many times, calling thee, in the depiction 
of this image, the Bush That Burned Yet Was Not 
Consumed. And standing beforeit, we cry out o thee 
thus, with voices of pri 
Rejoice, tireless advocate for us before Christ 
God, inclining Him toward mercy for us; 
rejoice, thou who dost lift from our heads the 
punishment of God for our iniquities! 


Rejoice, thou who by thy precious robe dost 
preserve us from all misfortunes; 

rejoice, thou who by the maternal protection of 
thy compassions dost preserve our dwellings 
from fire and thunder! 

Rejoice, O most merciful one, who hearkenest 

tribulations and 


to our suppliant voices a 
evil circumstances; 
rejoice, O mighty one, quick to hear in days of 
grievous trials! 
Rejoice, O thou whoarefull ofgrace, thou Bush 
That Burned Yer Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


KonTakion V- 

Like a divinely guided star, thy most precious 
icon, O Virgin Theotokos, graciously shineth with 
a multitude of miracles throughout the whole 
world, and illumineth the hearts and souls of men, 
that they might come ro know thy great loving- 
kindness, wherewith thou protectest and helpest 
the Christian race, ikea most loving mother. And, 
rejoicing in this, we give thanks unto Christ God 
‘Who hath given thee, His Mother according to the 
flesh, unto us to bea mother in pirit;and we cry out 
to Him with profound compunction: Alleluia! 


Txos V 
© Mistress, truly we sce thine icon to be the 
Bush That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed in the 
burning fire, and which by its presence preserveth 
the habitations of men unconsumed in the flame; 
for unto thee, who didst contain the fire of the 
Godhead within thy womb without being con- 
sumed, was grace given from on high, to restrain the 
power of the nature offire;and thineall-pureimage 
hath been shown to share in this same grace, for 
which cause it hath been named by the faithful 
“The Bush That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed”, 
which we honor in godly fashion, crying our co thee 
in praise: 
Rejoice, inextinguishable lamp, ever burning 
in prayer for us before the throne of the Lord: 
rejoice, thou who with the fire of the love of 
God dost sct aflame even our cold hearts! 
Rejoice, thou who with the shade of thy prayers 
dost cool the burning heat of our passions; 


ves 


rejoice, thou who dost send down upon us 
spiritually profitable thoughts in time of sor- 
row and doubt! 

Rejoice, thou who dost hasten to our aid when 
we are helpless, in time of tribulation, when 
we have no one else to help us; 

rejoice, thou who by thy mighty arm dost save 
uus from perishing in time of sudden 
accidents! 

Rejoice, O thou who art full ofgrace, thou Bush 
‘That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


Kontakion VI 

The Church of Christ proclaimeth thy 
miracles, which outnumber the sands of thesea and 
the stars of the heavens, O Theotokos; for from the 
cast even unto the west is thy name made laudable 
by thy miracles, and there is no city of land where 
the working of the power of God hath not been 
wrought by thee unto thedeliverance and salvation, 
the enlightenment and healing of the Christian 
people; and especially art thou wont to work 
miracles through thy holy icons, pouring forth 
therefrom streams of mercy and compassions upon 
troubled and ailing mankind. Wherefore, with the 
sound of spiritual hymns we glorify theeand ery out 
to thy Son and our God: Alleluia! 


Ixos VI 
‘Thou didst shine forth in the effulgence of the 
glory of God, O divine Virgin Maiden, holding the 
thine 


Lord Jesus Christ, the preéternal Infant, 
arms, and surrounded by the choir of the a 
hosts, as we see thee depicted upon the icon, 
mystically named of old the Bush of Moses that was 
Unconsumed, from whence thou impartest gifts of 
grace unto the faithful, dost save from fire and 
thunder, healest the infirm, consolest the sorrow- 
ful, and sendest down all good and spiritually 
profitable things upon all, that with unceasing 
voices they may chant to thee thus: 
Rejoice, thou in whom the assembly of angels 
and the human race rejoice and keep festivals 
rejoice, thou whose glory surpasseth the praises 
of carth and heaven! 


ce, thou who in thy maternal love lookest 
down from the heights of heaven upon the 
whole world; 

rejoice, thou who with thy good works dost 
visit the greatly sorrowful earthly vale! 

Rejoice, thou who in thine boundless benefi- 
cence dost not forsake the despised and re- 
jected: 

rejoice, thou who with heartfelt pain dost res- 
cue the hopeless from the pit of perdition! 

Rejoice, O thouwhoartfull ofgrace, thou Bush 
That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


Kontaxion VIL 

Desiring to reveal His love for the people 
redeemed by His blood, the Lord gave us His own 
all-immaculate Mother as a protection and defense 
and made her a right tranquil haven for every 
Christian soul thatis troubled, afflicted and in need 
of mercy. Wherefore, knowing ofthis, thy compas- 
sionate service to the human race, © most good 
Mistress, unto thee do we lift up our eyes and 
extend our hands in supplication amid our grief, 
begging consolation from thee alone, that by thine 
intercession thou mayest save us from sorrows, 
transitory and everlasting, and mayest vouchsafe 
thatin the land of the living, in the joy ofthe saints, 
we may chant: Alleluia! 


Ixos VIL 
Wondrously didst thou glorify with miracles 
thy holy icon which is called The Bush That 
Burned Yer Was Not Consumed, O Virgin 
Theotokos, whereby thou preservest cities and 
towns from fiery conflagration and lightning- 
fraught thunder, and dost bless the houses of the 
faithful, whercin the likeness of thine all-pure 
countenance is venerated. Wherefore, we joyously 
receive thy grace-laden image as a priceless gift, we 
honor it with fitting veneration, and with these 
goodly praises bless thee as is meet: 
Rejoice, box of medicaments, holding the cure 
for every malady; 
rejoice, phial of the sweet fragrance of Chri 
which hath perfumed fallen mankind! 


Rejoice, thou who dost loose the bonds of sin 
for penitent sinners: 

rejoice, thou who breakest the fetters of the 
passions for those who struggle in purity! 

Rejoice, tutor of virgins and gladsome joy of 
mothers; 

rejoice, helper of widows and kind-hearted 
overseer of orphans! 

Rejoice, O thou who artfull of grace, thou Bush 
That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


KonTaxion VIII 

Strangeisit, O Mistress, tosee that thineimage, 
which hath been painted upon a board andis, by its 
nature, subject to the action of fire, revealeth a 
power transcending nature, and by its presence 
restraineth the power of fire. And recognizing in 
this the power of God and the efficacy of thy 
prayers, we magnify the Creator, the God of all, 
‘Who hath magnified thee, and Who hath given us 
thy miraculous image for our joy and consolation, 
and by it saveth us from fiery conflagration, that 
with thanksgiving and praise we may ever say to 
Him: Alleluia! 


Ikos VIII 

‘The whole Christian world glorifieth thine all- 
blessed name, O Mary Theotokos, and each of the 
faithful doth gaze with delight and comfort upon 
the likeness of thine all-pure countenance, by 
which thou art wont o reveal many andall-glorious 
miracles. And behold we, thelowly, sceing thy holy 
icon, bow down before thee in godly manner, and 
kiss it with love, expecting therefrom thy mighty 
help and aid, especially in time of helplessness 
when, because of our sins, fiery conflagration sud- 
denly cometh upon us; that, saved by thee from the 
destructive flame, with thankful voices we may ery 
‘out to thee: 

Rejoice, tabernacle of God the Word not made 
by men’s hands, transcending the cherubim 
and surpassing the seraphim in holiness and 
purity; 

rejoice, light cloud of the Sun of righteousness, 
through which the Heavenly One hath come to 
thoscon earth, to raise us up with thee ro heaven! 


Rejoice, thou who hast opened the gates of 

to fallen mankind by thy holy 

ings 

rejoice, thou who hast joined heaven and earth 
together, to sing unto thee, and to Him Who 
was born of thee, in unceasing praises; 

Rejoice, divine wellspring pouring forth the 
water of life, whereof those who drink no 
longer dics 

rejoice, O blessed branch who didst produce 
the Grapes of salvation, whence the wine of 
immortality is poured forth upon men! 

Rejoice, Ochouwhoart full ofgrace, thou Bush 
‘That Burned Yer Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


Konrakion IX 

Thy glory transcendeth all praise, © all-blessed 
and all-glorious Mother of our Lord, for even the 
bodiless hosts are at a loss how to hymn thee as is 
meet, and this is all the more beyond us who are 
wrought of earth and dust; yet, overcome with love 
for thee, as ones under obligation we dare to offer 
thee hymnody of praise and thanksgiving for thine 
all-great mercy toward the human race, which thou 
hast loved and to which thou dost never cease to do 
good, moving the faithful of every age to cry out 
unto Christ the Savior Who was born of thee: 
Alleluia! 


Ikos IX 
Human orators are unable to grasp the great 
mystery of thy perpetual virginity, O Theotokos, 
which the Lord hath hidden from the wise of this 
age, and through faith hath revealed to the humble 
and reverent, who have never sought answers from 
oracles, and by whom thou art proclaimed to be a 
virgin before giving birth, during birthgiving, and 
after giving birth. Wherefore, O Virgin, accept 
this, which isalso our wholehearted confession, and 
strengthen us to follow thee with a blameless life 
anda pureheart, that with a good will we may chant 
tunto thee stich praises as these: 
Rejoice, lily of purity and virginity white as 
snow, blossoming forth unwithered on high; 
rejoice, thou who dost invisibly guide those 
below toward virginity and purity! 


age: 


Rejoice, thou who didst miraculously unite 
within thee maternity and virginity; 

rejoice, thou who in both didst immaculately 
preserve thyself by holiness! 

Rejoice, guide for the choirs of monastics to 
God-pleasing virginity; 

rejoice, leader of the legions of virgins in purity 
of soul and body! 

Rejoice, O thou who art full of grace, thou Bush 
“That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


KONTAKION X_ 

Arranging thesalvation of man, of His own will 
One of the Trinity became incarnate of thee, O 
Mistress Bride of God, glorifying human nature by 
seating it on the tight hand of the Father, upon the 
throne of the Godhead, as His only-begotten Son. 
Heit is Who also became thy Son in the flesh, and 
with Himself hath glorified thee with a glory that 
surpasseth all other glory. And, covered with the 
beauty thereof, in thy mercy thou dost not forget 
the human race, but dost in prayer intercede before 
the Creator Who is One of the Trinity, forall who 
with faith chane unto Him hymnody of glorifica- 
tion: Alleluia! 


Txos X 
Thou art the bulwark of the choirs of virgins 
and the assemblies of monastics, O Virgin 
Theotokos, and of all who earnestly have recourse 
to thee in prayer and with reverence venerate thy 
holy icon; for unto thee alone hath the Lord given 
the grace to help the whole world and to make the 
faithful steadfast in virginity and purity. Where- 
fore, beneath thy maternal care dost shelter those 
who with zeal for a blameless life flee from the 
tempest of the passions and find tranquility of soul, 

crying out to thee together: 

Rejoice, excellent protectress of pious monks 
and nuns and fervent mediator before God 
for them; 

rejoice, constant helper of the servants of God 
hidden within the world, and their guide 
amid spiritual struggles! 

Rejoice, instructor of the young in chastity and 
moderation; 


rejoice, peace and joy of reverent elders! 

Rejoice, thou who dost cover Christian homes 
and families with thy good protection; 

rejoice, thou who dost vouchsafe thy heartfelt 
care unto the faithful of every age! 

Rejoice, O thou who art full ofgrace, thou Bush 
‘That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


Konrakion XI 

The Holy Church of Christ unceasingly 
offereth thee hymnody of praise, O most hymned 
Mistress, proclaiming thy mercies and miracles, 
wherewith the whole world hath been enriched; for 
truly who is as responsive to our prayerful supplica- 
tions as thou? Yet thou hast also been wont to 
anticipate our very petitions, having mercy and 
showing compassion unto those in need of thy holy 
aid, of which do thou not deprive us also, the lowly 
cones, who at this time chant unto the glory of thy 
name and cry aloud unto God: Alleluia! 


Ikos XI 
With the splendor of divine miracles thy radi- 
ant icon enlighteneth our souls that are benighted 
by sins, O all-holy Mother of God, and therein we 
recognize the power of the omnipotence of God 
and thine infinite loving-kindness, which is ever 
ready to assist us to repent and to turn away from 
evil deeds to the path of salvation. Wherefore, we 
beseech thee, O most good one: leave us not to 
wanderamid the groves ofsinsand the passions, but 
lead us to the calm haven of a pious and God- 
pleasing life, that we may be able worthily to offer 
unto thee these gifts of hymnody: 
Rejoice, thou who by thy vigilant prayer dost 
cause our invisible foes to stumble; 
rejoice, thou who dost not permit them to gain 
dominion over us by constraining this mortal 


ly! 

Rejoice, for the demons fear and tremble before 
thy holy name; 

rejoice, for by its presence thy precious icon 
"eich ery ll de power of the devil 

Rejoice, thou who dost strengthen strugglers 
for piety to wage spiritual war against the 
‘enemies of man’s salvation; 


rejoice, thou who at the hour of their death 
helpest those who have love and faith in thee! 

Rejoice, O thouwho art full ofgrace, thou Bush 
That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


Konraxion XID 

We confess that thy holy icon partaketh of the 
grace of God, O Virgin fall of divine grace, and 
with splendor we celebrate the feast of its appear- 
ance; for, appearing in the image of the Bush That 
Burned Yet Was Not Consumed, in its miracles it 
showeth forth a like activity, preserving from fiery 
flame and protecting our habitations by its very 
presence. And possessing it asa shield and buckler, 
with hymns of praise we bless thee, our mighty 
helper, and cry out to our Savior Who was born of 
thee: Alleluia! 


Ios XII 
We hymn thee, O Theotokos, our only hope 
and confidence; we confess thy mercies; hide not 
thy miracles; we glorify thine infinite goodness 
toward the human race; and we bless thy holy 
name, which is truly as myrth poured forth upon 
those who love thee, filling with sweet spiritual 
fragrance the souls of the pious. Wherefore, with 
sweet fragrance, O Mistress, do thou likewise fill us 
who reek ofsinful passions; and vouchsafe that with 
pure hearts and mouths undefiled we may cry out 
to thee: 
Rejoice, thou who pourest forth sweet and 
soul-saving myrth, wherewith God-loving 
hearts are anointeds 
rejoice, thou who healest infirmities of soul and 
body by the mere touch of thy holy icon! 
Rejoice, good guide directing penitent sinners 
to the God-pleasing path of salvation; 
rejoice, thou who by the ladder of the virtues 
dose lead the strugglers of Christ up to the 
gates of the kingdom of heaven! 
Rejoice, thou who dost crown humble and 
patient athletes with gracious consolation; 
rejoice, thou who with the foreraste of the bliss 
of paradise dost delight those driven out and 
persecuted without cause! 


Rejoice, Othouwhoartfull ofgrace, thou Bush 
That Burned Yer Was Not Consumed, and 
deliver us from fiery conflagration! 


Konrakion XIII 

© most hymned Mother, who gavest birth 
unto the Word Who is holier than all thesaints, and 
who by us, the unworthy, art called the Bush That 
Burned Yet Was Not Consumed! Hearken to the 
sound of our supplications and hymns, which we 
camestly offer unto thee before thy holy icon; and 
by thy ferventsupplication to the Lord deliver from 
fire, both transitory and everlasting, us who praise 
thy name and glorify thy wonders, and who cry out 
to thy Son and our God: Alleluia! 


This kontakion is recited thrice, whereupon Ikos Land 
Kontakion I are repeated. 


Prayer to the All-holy Theotokos, 
Recited before Her Icon, 
“The Bush That Burned Yet Was Not Consumed” 


O all-holy and all-blessed Mother of our sweetest 
Lord Jesus Christ! We fall down and do homage to 
thee before thy holy andall-honored icon, by which 
thou workest wondrous and all-glorious miracles, 
dost save our dwellings from fiery conflagration 
and thunder laden with lightning, healest infiemi- 
ties, and fulfillest our every request for that which 
is good. And we humbly entreat thee, O almighty 
helper of our race: Vouchsafe unto ws, the weak and 
sinful, thy maternal care and concern; beneath the 
protection of thy mercy save and preserve our civil 
authorities, our pious hierarchs and the whole 
Orthodox Church, this church [monastery], our 
whole country, and all of us who fall down before 
thee with faith and love and who ask thine aid with 
compunction and tears. Yea, O most merciful 
Lady, have pity on us who are beset by the tempest 
of many sins, and who lack all boldness before 
Crise the Lord to ask Him for mercy and forgive- 
ness. Yet before Him do we set thee, His Mother 
according to the flesh, to make supplication: O 
most good one, extend unto Him thy hands, which 
held God, and intercede for us before His goodness, 
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asking for us forgiveness of our transgressions, a 
pious and peaceful life, an upright Christian end, 
and a good answer at His dread judgment, In time 
of the dread visitation of God, when our habita- 
tions are consumed by fire, or we are affrighted by 
thunder laden with lightning, show us thy merciful 
aid and mighty omnipotence that, saved by thy 


most powerful supplications to the Lord, we may 
escape the temporal punishment of God here, and 
inherit the everlasting bliss of paradise there, and 
with all che saints may hymn the most honorable 
and majestic name of the worshipful Trinity — the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit—and thy great 
loving-kindness toward us. Amen. 


Translated from the Church Slavonic by the reader Isaac E. Lambertsen. 
Copyright © 2011. All rights reserved by the translator. 


‘THE NEW-HIEROMARTYR PETER, METROPOLITAN OF KRUTITSA 
by Vladimir Moss, Ph.D. 


‘The future hieromartyr Peter was born on June 
28, 1862 in the village of Storozhevoy, in the 
Korotyansky District of the Province of Voronezh, to 
the family ofa village priest, Fr. Theodore Polyansky, 
and at holy baptism was given the name Peter. 

‘The young Peter Polyansky graduated from the 
Voronezh Theological Seminary in 1885, and after- 
wards enrolled in the Moscow Theological Academy. 
On graduating with the higher degree of Candidate 
of Theology in 1892, the future hierarch remained at 
the academy in the position of under-assistant to the 
Inspector, while completing his dissertation on St. 
Paul's first epistle to Timothy, for which he was 
granted the degree of Master of Theology, on March 
4, 1897. This work has been widely deemed one of 
the finest examples of New Testament analysis and 
interpretation of its time. 

On departing the academy, the young scholar 
taught for several years in various theological schools. 
From 1892, he was an instructor at the Zvenigorod 
Seminary; and from 1896, he held the position of 
supervisor at the Zhirovitsy Seminary. Subse- 
quently, in 1906, he was called to work on the 
Educational Committee of the Holy Synod, on 
which heserved until the Revolution. Asan inspector 
of theological schools, Peter Polyansky visited many 
dioceses and seminaries, and became well-known to 
their professors and to senior clergymen, Intelligent 
and amicable, tactful yet firm, he exerted consider- 
able influence on the evolution of theological 
education in Russia. 

Peter Polyansky waschosen tobeadelegateto the 
great Pan-Russia Council of 1917-1918, where he 
became one of the closest associates of the newly- 


elected Patriarch Tikhon. In 1920, the patriarch 
persuaded him to take the monastic tonsure, and on 
September 25 of that year he was consecrated Bishop 
of Podol’sk, vicar bishop of the Diocese of Moscow, 
by Patriarch Tikhon. When the patriarch asked him 
to accept monasticism and ordination to the priest- 
hood and the episcopacy, and become his assistant in 
administering the Church of Russia, Peter was heard 
to remark: “I cannot refuse; for if I refuse, I will be a 
traitor to the Church, But when I agree, I know that 
1 will thus be signing my own death warrant.” 

In 1923, the foreign journal Church Register 
[Tserkounye Vedomosti, published in Yugoslavia] 
wrote: “Bishop Peter of Podol'sk has been arrested 
several times, most recently on August 21°, 1921.” 

He was released in late 1923, and Patriarch 
‘Tikhon then elevated him to the rank of archbishop. 
Following the arrest of Bishop Hilarion (Troitsky), 
he became the patriarch’s closest assistant and was 
further raised to the rank of Metropolitan of Krutitsa 
in the spring of 1924. Many years later, Protopriest 
Basil Vinogradov recalled of that time: “No member 
of the patriarch’s administration, on going to workin 
the morning, could be certain he would not be 
arrested for taking part in an illegal organization, or 
that he would not find the patriarchal residence 
cordoned off.” 

(On 25 March/7 April 1925, His Holiness, Patri 
arch Tikhon, reposed in the Lord; and on 30 March/ 
12 April, the late patriarch’s will, dated 25 Decem- 
ber/7 January 1924/25, was found and formally read. 
It provided that, in the event of the patriarch’s death 
and the absence of the first two candidates for the 
position of patriarchal locum tenens, “our patriarchal 
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rights and duties, until the lawful election of a new 
patriarch... will pass to His Eminence Peter, Metro- 
politan of Krutitsa.” When the patriarch died, the 
first two hicrarchs named by him as candidates for the 
position of locum tenens, Metropolitans Cyril of 
Kazan’ and Agathangelus of Yaroslavl’, were in exile, 
“Therefore, the fifty-nine hierarchs at hand resolved 
that “Metropolitan Peter could not refuse the obedi- 
cence given him and... must take up the duties of the 
patriarchal locum renens.” 

Almost immediately, the Renovationise (Living 
Church] schismatics, emboldened by the patriarch’s 
death, frantically sought ro unite with the Orthodox 
Church in time for their second Council, which was 
scheduled to take place in the fall of 1925. Their 
attempts were abetted by the atheistic regime, and 
pressure was brought to bear upon the hierarchs to 
agece to a union with the Renovationists. 

Firm leadership was required of the locum tenens, 
and Metropolitan Peter's proclamation, dated 28 
July 1925, was exactly what was needed. After 
protesting against the propaganda of the Uniates and 
sectarians, which was drawing attention away from 
the principal battle, which was against atheism, he 
turned his attention to the Renovationists: 

“At the present time, the so-called new- 
churchmen are increasingly discussing the issue of 
reunion with us. They are convening meetings in 
cities and towns, and invite Orthodox clerics and 
laymen to debate the question of reunion and to 
prepare for their pseudo-council, which is to take 
place in the fall of chis year. But it must be clearly 
noted that, according to the canons of the 
Ecumenical Church, such arbitrarily convened 
councils, as the meetings of the ‘Living Church’ in 
1923 were, are illegal. Hence the canons forbid 
Orthodox Christians co take part in them, lec alone 
elect epresentaivestosuch assemblies, According to 
canon 22 of the Council of Antioch, ‘no one is 
permitted to calla council without the knowledge of 
those hicrarchs who govern the metropolitan se 
Inthe Holy Church of God, only thats lawful which 
is approved by the divinely ordained ecclesiastical 
administration, preserved by due succession from the 
time of the apostles. All arbitrary acts, everything 
that has been done by the new-church party without 
the approval of His Holiness the Patriarch, since 
reposed in the Lord, everything that is now done 
without ourapproval— the approval ofthe guardian 
of the patriarchal throne, acting in conjunction with 


all lawful Orthodox hierarchs — all this has no 
validity, according to the canons of the Holy Church 
(canon 34 of the Holy Apostles; canon 9 of the 
Council of Antioch), for the true Church is one, and 
the grace of che All-holy Spirit residing in her is one, 
for there Ginnot be owo Churches or two graces. 
“There is.one Body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
Faith, one God and Father of all’ (Eph. 4: 4-6). 

“Theso-called new-churchmen should notspeak 
of reunion with the Orthodox Church until they 
demonstrate sincere repentance for their misdeeds, 
chief of which are: their arbitrary renunciation of the 
lawful hierarchy and its head, His Holiness the 
Patriarch; their attempe to reform the Church of 
Christ by self-devised reaching (The Living Church, 
##1-11); their violation of the canons of the Church, 
which were established by the Ecumenical Councils 
(the pronouncements of the pseudo-Council of 4 
May 1923); their repudiation of the government of 
the patriarch, which was established by the Council 
and recognized by all the Eastern Orthodox Patri- 
archs, de, their rejection of what all Orthodoxy has 
accepted, and furthermore, their blatant condemna- 
tion of him at their pseudo-Council. Contrary to the 
canons of the Holy Apostles, the (Ecumenical Coun- 
cils and the holy Fathers (Apostolic canons 17 and 
h Ecumenical Council, canons3, 13 and 48; 
St. Basil the Great, canon 12), they permic bishops to 
marry and clerics to enter into. second marriage, ie, 
they transgress what the entire Universal Church 
acknowledges to be law, changeable only by an 
Ccumenical Council. 

“The reunion of the so-called new-churchmen 
with the Holy Orthodox Church is possible only on 
the condition that each of them recants his errors and 
makes public repentance for his apostasy from the 
Church. We pray the Lord God without ceasing, 
that He restore the errant to the bosom of the Holy 
Orthodox Church.” 

“This epistle had a sobering and fortfying effecton 
many wavering clerics, Asthe Renovationist periodical 
Herald of the Sacred Synod [Vestnik Siyashchennago 
Synoda] was forced to admit: “Immediately after 
Peter's appeal was issued, the courage of the ‘leftist’ 
Tilhonites evaporated.” Therefore, at their council, 
held at the Church of Christ the Savior in Moscow, the 
schismatics plotted their revenge. “Metropolitan- 
‘Apologete-Evangelizer” Alexander Vvedensky pub- 
licly accused Metropolitan Peter of complicity in an 


4 = 


émigré monarchist plot. In support of this claim he 
produced a crudely forged denunciation by the 
Renovationist Bishop Nicholas of Latin America, a 
very dubious individual who had several times crossed. 
back and forth between schism and the Church, 

The Communists lent ready support to the 
Renovationistsin their battle againstSt. Peter. Thus, 
Savelyév writes: “On 11 November 1925, 
Yaroslavsky, {Ivan Ivanovich] Skvortsov-Stepanov 
and [Vyacheslav Rudolfovich] Menzhinsky were dis- 
‘cussing (Evgeny Aleksandrovich] Tuchkov's report 
‘On Future Policy in Connection with the Death of 
Tikhon’. A general order was given to the OGPU 
[forerunner of the KGB, the dreaded Soviet secret 
police] to accelerate the implementation of the 
schism among the supporters of Tikhon as had been 
planned. Concrete measures were outlined with 
great candor: ‘In order to support the group in 
opposition to Peter (the patriarchal locum tenens 
itis resolved to publish in Zevestia a series of articles 
compromising Peter, and to use towards this end 
materials from the recently-concluded Renovationist 
council.” Theadapration and editing of thesearticles 
was entrusted to Skvortsov-Stepanoy, the party phi 
losopher. He was helped by [Pétr Ananycvi 
Krasikov (the Narkomyust (People's Commissar for 
Justice}) and Tuchkov (OGPU). These three were 
given the task of adapting the declaration against 
Peter being prepared by the anti-Tikhonite group. 
Simultaneously with the publication in Jzvestia of 
provocative articles against the patriarchal locum 
renens, the Anti-Religious Commission ordered the 
OGPU “to initiate an investigation against Peter.” 

Meanwhile, Tuchkov undertook discussions 
with Peter with regard to “legalizing” the Church. 
legalization” promised to relieve the Church’s 
position as an organization lacking legal rights, but 
on the following conditions: 1) the publication of a 
declaration of a pre-determined content; 2) the ex- 
clusion from the rank of bishops of those who were 
displeasing to the regime; 3) thecondemnation of the 
émigré bishops; and 4) the participation of the gov- 
‘ernment, in the person of Tuchkov, in the future 
activities of the Church. However, Metropolitan 
Perer refused to accept these conditions and, further- 
more, refused to sign the text of the declaration 
Tuchkov presented to him. He thus continued to be 
arockin the path of the atheists’ plans to seize control 
ofthe Church. For, ashe once said to Tuchkov: “You 
are all liars. You offer nothing but promises. Now, 


please leave the room. We are about to begin our 
meeting.” 

Foreseeing his fate, on 22 November/5 Decem- 
ber 1925, St. Peter composed a will, anticipating his 
death. And on the next day, he wrote another, 
anticipating his arrest. On 9 December (N.S.), the 
Anti-Religious Commission [more fully entitled the 
“Central Committee Commission for the Imple- 
mentation of the Decree on the Separation of Church 
& State") metand approved the efforts of the OGPU 
toincite the Church factions againsteach other. They 
also determined the timing of Metropolitan Peter's 
arrest, And the next day, December 10, Metropoli- 
tan Peter was placed under house-arrest. 

On December 12%, Metropolitan Peter was 
taken to the inner prison of Moscow's Lubyanka 
penitentiary. At the same time, a group of bishops 
resident in Moscow, whom the GPU considered to 
be of like mind with him, were also arrested: Arch- 
bishops Nicholas of Vladimir, Pachomius of 
Chernigov, Procopius of the Chersonese, and Gurias 
of Irkutsk, and Bishops Parthenius of Ananievsk, 
Damascene of Glukhov, Tikhon of Gomel, 
Barsonuphius of Kargopol, and others. 

‘The events that followed Peter's arrest and im- 
prisonmentareunclear. Itisknown thata struggle for 
power took place between Archbishop Gregory 
(Yatskovsky) of Ekaterinburg and a group of bishops, 
on the one hand, and Metropolitan Sergius of 
Nizhni-Novgorod, on the other, in which Sergius 
eventually prevailed. One version of events is de- 
scribed as follows: 

On 1/14 December, although unable to leave 
Nizhni-Novgorod at the time, Metropolitan Sergius 
announced that he was taking over the Church's 
administration in accordance with Metropolitan 
Peter's instruction. However, Metropolitan Sergius 
was prevented by the OGPU from traveling to Mos- 
cow, and on 9/22 December 1925, a group of nine 
bishops, led by Archbishop Gregory of Ekaterinburg, 
gathered at the Donskoy Monastery. The 
Gregorians, as they came to be known, then declared 
that, since Metropolitan Peter's activity was counter- 
revolutionary, and since with his arrest the Church 
was deprived of direction, they were organizing a 
Supreme Temporary Church Council. This organi- 
zation was legalized by the regime on 20 December! 
2 January 1925/1926. 

On 1/14 January 1926, Metropolitan Sergius 
wrote to Archbishop Gregory demanding an 
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explanation of this usurpation of authority. Gregory 
replied on 9/22 January, saying that while they 
recognized the rights of the three locum tenentes, "we 
know of no conciliar decision concerning you, and 
wedo notconsider the transfer of administration and 
power by personal letter to correspond to the spirit 
and letter of the holy canons.” 

Sergius wrote again on 16/29 January, suspend- 
ing Gregory and his fellow bishops, banning them 
from serving, and declaring all their ordinations, 
appointments, awards, et, since 9/22 December, t0 
beinvalid. On thesameday, three Gregorian bishops 
wrote to Metropolitan Peter, claiming thar they had 
not known, at the time of their December mecting, 
that he had transferred his rights to Sergius, and 
asking him to bless their administration. ‘The free 
access the Gregorians had to Peter during this period, 
and the fact that Sergius was at first prevented from 
traveling to Moscow, suggests that the OGPU, while 
not opposing Sergius, at first favored the Gregorians 
as their best hope for dividing the Church, 

Fearing anarchy in the Church, Metropolitan 
Peter went partof the way to blessing the Gregorians’ 
undertaking. However, instead of the Gregori 
Synod, he created a temporary “college” to adminis- 
ter the Church, consisting of Archbishop Gregory, 
Archbishop Nicholas (Dobronravoy) of Vladimir, 
and Archbishop Demetrius (Belikov) of Tomsk, who 
were well-known for their firmness, This resol 
was made during a meeting with the Gregorians in 
the GPU offices on 19 January/1 February. 
Tuchkov, who was present at the meeting, was silent 
about the fact that Nicholas was in prison. Heagreed 
to summon Demetrius from Tomsk, and even 
showed Peter the telegram; but he never sent it. 
‘When Peter, feeling something was wrong, asked for 
the inclusion of Metropolitan Arsenius (Stadnitsky) 
of Novgorod in the college of bishops, Tuchkov 
again agreed and promised to sign Peter's telegram to 
him, Again, the telegram was not sent. 

Ichas been argued by the scholar and author Lev 
Regelson that Metropolitan Peter's action in ap- 
pointing deputies was not canonical (as the 
Gregorians also implied), and created misunder- 
standings that would later be ruthlessly exploited. A 
first-hierarch does not have the right to transfer the 
fullness of his power to another hierarch as ifit were 
a personal inheritance: only a council representing 
the whole Local Church can elect a leader to replace 
him. Patriarch Tikhon’s appointment of three locum 


tenenteswas an exceptional measure, but one that was 
nevertheless entrusted to him by—and could thete- 
fore claim the authority of —the Pan-Russia Council 
of 1917-1918, However, the council made no pro- 
vision for what might happen in the event of the 
death or removal of these three. In such an event, 
therefore, patriarchal authority ceased, temporarily, 
in the Church; and there was no canonical alterna- 
tive, until the convocation of another council, but for 
each bishop to govern his diocese independently 
while maintaining links with neighboring dioceses, 
in accordance with the patriarch’ sdecree #362, dated 
7/20 November 1920. 

OF Metropolitan Peter, it may be said that it is 
unlikely that he intended to transfer the fullness of his 
authority to Metropolitan Sergius, but oily the day- 
to-day running of the administration. ‘Thus, in his 
declaration of 6 December 1925, he gave instructions 
onwhatshould bedone in the eventofhisarrest, saying 
thateven ahierarchical “college” expressinghisauthor- 
ity as patriarchal Jocum renens would not be able to 
decide “the principal questions affecting the whole 
Church, the resolution of which could actually be 
permitted only with our blessing.” Ieis likely he was 
envisioning in this Patriarch Tikhon’s similar restric- 
tions on the Renovationists who had tried to take over 
the administration in May of 1922. 

Moreover, St. Peter continued to insist on the 
commemoration of his name as patriarchal Jacum 
zenensin the divine services. This was something that 
Patriarch Tikhon had not done when he transferred 
the fullness of his authority to Metropolitan 
Agathangelus. The critical distinction here is that, 
whereas the patriarchal locum tenens has, de jure, all 
the power of canonically clected patriarch, and need 
relinquish his authority only to a canonically con- 
voked council of the whole Local Church, the deputy 
of the locum tenens has no such fullness of power and 
must relinquish such rights as he has at any time that 
the council or the locum tenens requires it. 

Why, then, did Metropolitan Peter not invoke 
decree #362 and bless the decentralization of the 
Church's administration at the time of his arrest? Two 
reasonsare possible: 1) The restoration ofthe patriarch- 
ate was one of the principal achievements of the Pan- 
Russia Council of 1917-1918, and had proved so 
‘enormously popular that its abrogation might well have 
dealt a major psychological blow to the masses, who 
‘were notalwayseducated enough tounderstand thatthe 
Church could continue to exis either in a centralized 
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form, as it had in the East from 312 to 1917, or in a 
decentralized form, as in the catacomb period before 
Constantine the Great and during the Iconoclast perse- 
cution of the 8* and 9* centuries; and 2) the 
Renovationists, who still constituted the major threatto 
the Church in Metropolitan Peter's eyes, did nothavea 
patriarch, and their organization was, as we have seen, 
closer to the synodal, state-dependent structure of the 
pre-Revolutionary Church; therefore, the presence or 
absence of a patriarch or his substitute was a major 
difference between the true Church and the false for the 
uneducated believer. 

Let us now return to the sequence of events. On 
22 January/4 February 1926, Metropolitan Peter fell 
ill and was admitted to the prison hospital. A struggle 
for control of the Church now developed between the 
Gregorians and Sergius. The Gregorians pointed to 
Sergius’ links with Rasputin and the Living Church: 
“On recognizing the Living Church, Metropolitan 
Sergius took part in the sessions of the Supreme 
Ecclesiastical Administration, recognized the licitness 
of married bishops and twice-married priests, and 
blessed this lawlessness, Furthermore, Metropolitan 
Sergius sympathized with the Living Church council 
of 1923, did not protest its decisions, and therefore 
professed our Pan-Russian archpastor and father, His 
Holiness Patriarch Tikhon, tobe ‘an apostate from the 
true ordinances of Christ and a betrayer of the 
Church,’ depriving him of his patriarchal rank and 
monastic calling. ‘True, Metropolitan Sergius later 
repented of these terrible crimes and was forgiven by 
the Church, but that does not mean that he should 
stand at the head of the Church's administration.” 
“These arguments were not, however, strong enough to 
maintain the Gregorians’ position, which deteriorated 
as several bishops declared their support for Sergius. 

Emilian Mikhailovich Yaroslavsky, Tuchkov 
and the OGPU were thus successful in creating a 
schism between Metropolitan Sergius and the 
Gregorians. They then sought to fan the flames of 
schism still higher by releasing Metropolitan 
‘Agathangelus, the second candidate for the post of 
patriarchal /ocum tenens, from exile and persuading 
him to declare his assumption of the position of 
locum tenens. This he did, officially, from Perm, on 
5/18 April. They also decided, at a meeting in the 
Kremlin on 11/24 April, to “strengthen the third 
Tikhonite hierarchy—the Supreme Temporary 
Ecclesiastical Council headed by Archbishop 
Gregory — as an independent unit.” 


On 9/22 April, Metropolitan Sergius wrote to 
Metropolitan Peter at the Moscow GPU, as a result 
of which Peter withdrew his support from the 
Gregorians, signing his letter to Metropolitan 
Sergius: “the penitent Peter”. 

The chronology of events reveals how the leader- 
ship of the Russian Church was usurped for the 
second time. On April 17/30, Sergius wrote to 
Agathangelus, rejecting his claim to the rights of the 
patriarchal Jocum renens on the grounds that Peter 
had not resigned his post. In this letter, Sergius 
claims that he and Peter had exchanged opinions on 
Agathangelus’ letter in Moscow on 9/22 April; but 
neither Sergius nor Peter mentions Agathangelus in 
the letters they exchanged on that day, which have 
been published by Gobunin, Therefore it seems 
probable that St. Peter's decision not to resign his 
post was based on ignorance of Agathangelus’ ap- 
pearance on the scene. 

‘On May 7/20, Agathangelus sent a telegram to 
Sergius: “You promised to send to the bishops the 
draft of a letter authorizing me to assume ecclesiasti- 
calauthority. Beso kind as to expedite this.” On the 
same day Sergius replied: “Having checked your 
information, Lam convinced that you have no rights; 
{I will send you} the details by letter. I ardently 
beseech you: do not take this decisive step.” On 8/21 
May, Agathangelus sent another telegram threaten- 
ing to publish the agreement he had made with 
Sergius and which he, Sergius, had broken. On 9/22 
May, Sergius wrote to Peter, warning him not to 
recognize Agathangelus’ claims (the letter, according, 
to Hicromonk Damascene, was delivered personally 
byTuchkov). However, Peterignored Sergius’ warn- 
ing and wrote to Agathangelus, congratulating him 
on his assumption of the rights of patriarchal /acum 
zenens and assuring him of his loyalty. At this point 
Sergius’ last real canonical grounds for holding on to 
power — the support of Metropolitan Peter — 
collapsed. But Agathangelus only received the letter 
on 31 May. This delay proved to be decisive, for on 
24 May, after Sergius had again written rejecting 
Agathangelus’ claims, the latter, according to 
Regelson, wrote: “Continue to rule the Church. For 
the sake of the peace of the Church I propose to resign 
the office of locum tenens.” 

‘On the same day Sergius, savagely pressing home 
his advantage, wrote to the administration of the 
Diocese of Moscow concerning the remanding of 


Agathangelus to a trial by the hicrarchs then resident 
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in Moscow. On 9 June, Metropolitan Peter wrote to 
Metropolitan Agathangelus that if Agathangelus re- 
fused to take up the position, or was unable to do so, 
the rights and duties of the locum tenancy would 
revert to him, Metropolitan Peter, and the 
deputyship to Sergius. However, on 12 June, 
Metropolitan Agathangelus wrote to Peter renounc- 
ing his assumption of the post of locum tenens. The 
way was now open for Sergius to resume power. And 
in the same month, Metropolitan Peter was trans- 
ferred to the political isolation cellin the Holy Savior- 
Se, Euthymius Monastery in Suzdal’, where he re- 
mained until the fall. 

In December of 1926, Metropolitan Peter was 
transferred from Suzdal’ toa GPU prison in Moscow, 
where Tuchkov proposed that he renounce his locum 
tenancy, Peter refused, and then sent a message to 
everyone through a fellow prisoner that he would 
“never under any circumstances abandon his post, 
and would remain faithful to the Orthodox Church 
to death itself” But on 19 December/1 January 
1926/27, while in Perm prison on his way co exile in 
Tobol’sk, Metropolitan Peter confirmed Sergius as 
his depury. Apparently he was unaware of the recent 
changes in the leadership of the Church. In any case, 
hhe was to have no further direct effect on the admin- 
istration of the Church, being subjected, in the words 
of Fr. Vladimir Rusak, to “ewelve years of unbeliev- 
able torments, imprisonment, tortures and exile 
above the Arctic Circle.” 

Fr. Rusak relates the following about Metropol 
tan Peter when he was on his way into exile in Siberia: 

Onedark night, “hewas thrown out of the railway 
carwhile itwas still moving (apparently more than one 
bishop perished in this way). Ie was winter, and the 
‘metropolitan fell into a snowdeifeas if into a feather- 
bed, so that he was unharmed. He extricated himself 
with difficulty and looked round. There were woods 
and snow, but no signs of life. For a long time he 
trudged through the pristine snow, but finally, ex- 
hausted, he sat down on a stump. ‘Through his torn 
riassa the cold chilled him to the bone. Sensing that he 
was beginning to frceze to death, the metropolitan 
started to recite the prayers for the dying. 

“Suddenly he saw a huge bear approaching him. 
The thought flashed through his mind: ‘He’s going 
to tear me to pieces’; but he did not have the strength 
torunaway. And wherecould he run to? Butthebear 
came up to him, sniffed him and calmly lay down at 
his feet, Warmth radiated from the huge bears hide. 


Iethen turned over with its belly towards the metro- 
politan, stretched out to its full length, and began to 
snore peacefully. Vladyka wavered for along time as 
he looked atthe sleeping bear; then, unable to endure 
the cold any longer, he lay down next to the animal, 
pressing himself to its warm belly. He lay down and 
turned, first on one side, then on the other, towards 
the beast, in order to warm himself, Meanwhile, the 
bear breathed deeply in his sleep, enveloping him in 
its warm breath. 

“When the dawn began to break, the metropoli- 
tan heard the distant crowing of roosters: there was a 
settlement nearby! He got to his feet, taking care not 
rowake the bear. But the bear also arose and, shaking 
itself, plodded off into the woods. 

“Rested now, Vladyka followed the sound of the 
roosters and soon reached a small village. After 
knocking at the first house he came to, he explained 
who he was and asked for shelter, promising that his 
sister would pay the owners for all trouble and 
expenses entailed. They let Vladyka in, and for half 
ayear he lived in that village. He wrote to his sister, 
and she arrived. But soon after her, other ‘people’ in 
uniform also came...” 

In March of 1927, Metropolitan Sergius was 
released from prison. He immediately formed a 
“Synod” of ewelve of biddable bishops. Then, in July, 
he issued his infamous declaration, in which he 
placed the Church in more or less complete submis- 
sion to the atheists. 

From February to April of 1927, Metropolitan 
Peter was in exile in the Abalakhsky Monastery in 
Tobol'sk. When his cell-artendant came to him, 
Metropolitan Peter asked him: “Was it with the 
knowledge of the authorities that you came here?” 
On receiving a negative reply, he told him to go and 
inform the authorities of his arrival. For this, both 
Metropolitan Peter and his cell-attendant were 
thrown into prison in Tobol’sk, where they remained 
tuntil June. While there, he heard that they intended 
to issue a decree halting the commemoration of his 
name in the churches. “It is not wounded self-love,” 
hesaid, “nor resentment that forces me to be anxious 
about this; but I fear that if my name ceases to be 
commemorated, it will be difficult to distinguish 
between the Tikthonite and Renovationist churches.” 
He added that the investigator Tuchkov was in 
charge of Church affairs, which was intolerable, and 
he said that he would remain alone, like Sc. 
Athanasius of Alexandria. 
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‘On9 July 1927, Metropolitan Peterwasexiled ro 
the Arctic settlement of Khe, along the River Ob, 
which was located in the cundra 125 miles from 
‘Obdorsk. There, gravely ill and bereft of any possi- 
bility of communicating with the outside world, he 
was doomed to a slow death. On 29 August/11 
September, he suffered his firs attack of angina, and 
from that time never left his bed. He was taken to 
Obdorsk, where he was advised to petition for a 
transfer co another place with a milder climate; but 
his petition wasdenied, and he remained in Khe until 
September of 1928, when he was transferred to 
Tobol’sk prison. There Tuchkov offered him his 
freedom if he would renounce his locum tenancy. 
Metropolitan Peter refused, and on 11 May 1928, he 
was returned co Khe, with the period of his exile 
extended by three years. 

According to Metropolitan Manuel 
(Lemeshevsky), during his exile Metropolitan Peter 
composed a service of supplication for the suffering 
world and a lesser blessing of water with a special 
prayer. 

According to Protopresbyter Michael Pol’sky, 
Metropolitan Peter wrote to Sergius, saying thatifhe 
did not have the strength to defend the Church he 
should hand over his duties to someone stronger. 
Similar information was provided by the Priests Elias 
Pirozhenko and Peter Novosiltsev after they had 
visited Metropolitan Peter. In May of 1929, Bishop 
Damascene of Glukhov sent a messenger to Metro- 
politan Peter, and from his reply was able co write: 
“Grandfather (i.e. Metropolitan Peter] spoke about 
the situation, and the further consequences to be 
deduced from it, almost in my own words.” 

On 17 September 1929, the Priest Gregory 
Seletsky wrote to Metropolitan Joseph of Petrograd 
on behalf of Archbishop Demetrius (Lyubimov): “I 
am fulfilling the request of His Eminence Arch- 
bishop Demetrius and set out before you in written 
form that information which the exiled Bishop 
Damascene has communicated to me. Hesucceeded 
in making contact with Metropolitan Peter, and in 
sending him, via a trusted person, full information 
about everything that has been taking place in the 
Church of Russia. Through this emissary, Metro- 
politan Peter orally conveyed the following: 1) You 
bishops must yourselves remove Metropolitan 
Sergius; 2) I do not bless you co commemorate 
Metropolitan Sergius during divine services: 3) the 
Kievan act of the so-called “small council of 


Ukrainian bishops” concerning the retirement of 
sixteen bishops from the sees they occupy is to be 
considered invalid; 4) the letter of Bishop Basil [vicar 
of the Diocese of Ryazan’] gives false information 
[this refers toa forgery, which purported to show that 
Metropolitan Peter recognized Metropolitan 
Sergius]; and 5) I will reply to questions in writing,” 

In December of 1929, Metropolitan Peter wrote 
to Sergius: "Your Eminence, forgive me magnani- 
mously if by the present letter I disturb the peace of 
Your Eminence’s soul. People inform me about the 
difficult circumstances that have formed for the 
Church in connection with your exceeding the limits 
of the ecclesiastical authority entrusted to you. I 
deeply regret that you have not taken the trouble to 
inform me of your plans for the administration of the 
Church. You know that I have not renounced the 
locum tenancy and, consequently, have retained for 
myself supreme administration within the Church 
and overall leadership of Church life. At the same 
time, I make bold to declare that your remitas deputy 
was only for the management of everyday affairs; you 
are only to preserve the status quo. 1am profoundly 
convinced that without prior contact with me you 
must not make any responsible decision, I have not 
accorded you any constituent right so long as I retain 
the locum tenancy and so long as Metropolitan Cyril 
is alive, and as long as Metropolitan Agathangelus 
was alive. Therefore, I did not consider it necessary 
in my decree concerning the appointment of candi- 
dates for the deputyship to mention the limitation of 
their duties; I had no doubt that the deputy would 
notalter the established rights, but would only depu- 
tize, or represent, so to speak, the central organ 
through which the locum tenens could communicate 
with his flock. Buc the system of administration you 
have introduced not only precludes also 
precludes the very need for the existence of the locum 
tenens, Such major steps cannot, of course, be 
approved by the consciousness of the Church. I did 
notadmitany qualifications limiting the duties of the 
deputy, both from a feeling of deep reverence and 
trust for the appointed candidates, and first ofall for 
you, having in mind at this point your wisdom. Icis 
difficult for me to keep straight all the details of the 
negative assessments of your administration: the re- 
sounding protests and cries from believers, hicrarchs 
and laypeople. The picture of ecclesiastical division 
shat has been painted is shocking. My duty and 
conscience do not permit me to remain indifferent to 
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such grievous phenomena; they compel me to ad- 
dress to Your Eminence the most insistent demand 
thatyou correct the errors youhave made, which have 
placed the Church in a humiliating position, and 
which have caused quarrels and divisions within her 
and the denigration of the reputation of her leaders. 
In the same way, I ask you to suspend the other 
‘measures that have increased your prerogatives. Such 
a decision of yours will, I hope, create a good atmo- 
sphere in the Church and will calm the troubled souls 
of her children, while in your regard it will preserve 
that disposition towards you which you deservedly 
enjoyed both asa Church figure and as a man, Place 
all your hope in the Lord, and His help will always be 
with you, For my part, I, as the first-hierarch of the 
Church, call upon all the clergy and church activists 
to display, in everything that touches upon the civil 
legislation and administration, complete loyalty. 
‘They are obliged to submit unfailingly to the decrees 
of the government as long as such do not violate the 
Holy Faith and in general are not contrary to a 
Christian conscience. They must not engage in any 
anti-government activity, and in the churches and in 
private conversations they are allowed to express 
neither approval nor disapproval ofits actions, andin 
general must not interfere in matters having nothing, 
to do with the Church...” 

On 13/26 February 1930, after receiving news 
from a certain Deacon K. about the true state of 
affairs in the Church, Metropolitan Peter wrote to 
Metropolitan Sergius again, saying: “OF all che dis- 
tressing news I have had to receive, the most distress- 
ingis the news that many believers remain outside the 
walls of the churches in which your name is com- 
memorated. Lam filled with spiritual pain both over 
the disputes that have arisen with regard to your 
administration and over other sad occurrences, Per- 
haps this information is biased; perhaps I am insulfi- 
ciently acquainted with the character and motives of 
the people writing to me, But the news of distur- 
ances in the Church comes to me from various 
quarters, and mainly from clerics and laymen who 
have madea great impression on me. In my opinion, 
in view of the exceptional circumstances of Church 
life, when normal rules of administration have been 
subject to all kinds of distortion, itis essential to put 
Church life on the path on which itstood during your 
first period as deputy. So be so good as to return to 
that course of action, which was respected by all. I 
repeat that I am very sad that you have not written 


and confided your plans to me. Since letters come 
from other people, yours would undoubtedly have 
reached me....” 

After this letter was published, the authorities 
again tried to force Metropolitan Peter to renounce 
the locum tenancy and to become an agent of the 
OGPU. Buche refused. On 17 August 1930, he was 
arrested and imprisoned in the Tobol'sk and 
Ekaterinburg prisons, in solitary confinement, with 
no right to receive parcels or visitors, On 11 March 
1931, after describing the sufferings of his life in Khe 
(which included the enmity of three Renovationist 
priests), he posed the following question in a letter to 
J.B. Polyansky: “Will not a change in locum tenens 
bring with ita change also in his deputy? Of course, 
it is possible that my successor, if he were to find 
himself incapable of carrying out his responsibilities 
directly, would leave the same personas his deputy — 
shatis his right. Butit is certain, in my opinion, that 
the carrying out of his duties by this deputy would 
have to come to an end at the same time as the 


justas, according to the declaration of Metropolitan 
‘Sergius, with his departure the Synod created by him 
would cease to exist. All this and other questions 
require thorough and authoritative discussion and 
canonical underpinning... Be so kind as to bow to 
Metropolitan Sergius on my behalf, since lamunable 
to do so myself, and convey to him my fervent plea 


that he, together with Metropolitan Seraphim and 
Archbishop Philip, to whom I also bow, work to- 
gether for my liberation. I beseech them to defend an 
‘old man who can barely walk. Iwas always filled with 
a feeling of deep veneration and gratitude to 
Metropolitan Sergius, and the thought of any 
deterioration in our relations would cause me inde- 
scribable sorrow.” 

On 27 March, Metropolitan Peter wrote to B. P. 
Menzhinsky: “I was given a five-year exile, which 1 
served in the far north, in the midst of the most intense 
frosts, constant storms, utter poverty and destitution in 
everything. (Iwas constantly on the edge of the grave.) 
Bur the years passed, and there remained but four 
months to the end of my exile, when the same thing 
beganalloveragain: I wasagain arrested andimprisoned 
by the Ural OGPU. After some time I was visited by 
comrade J.B. Polyansky, who suggested that renounce 
the locum tenancy. But 1 could not accept such a 
suggestion, for the following reasons which have a 
decisive significance for me: First of all I would be 


— 8 - 


transgressing the established order, according to which 
the locum tenens must remain at his post until the 
convening ofacouncil. Acouncil convened withoutthe 
sanction of the locum tenens would be considered 
tuncanonical and its decisions invalid. Butin the case of 
my death the prerogatives of the locum tenenswill passto 
another person, who will complete that which was not 
done by his predecessor. Morcover, my removal would 
bring with it che departure also of my deputy, Metro- 
politan Sergius, justas, according to his own admission, 
with his departure from the position of deputy the 
Synod created by him would cease to exist. Icannot be 
indifferent to such a circumstance. Our simultaneous 
departure does not guarantee Church life against vari 
‘ous possible frictions and, of course, the guilt would be 
mine, Therefore, in che given case itis necessary that we 
discuss this matter together, justas wediscussed together 
the questions relating to my letter of December 1929 to 
Metropolitan Sergius. Finally, my decree, coming from 
prison, would undoubtedly be viewed as having been 
made under pressure, with various undesirable 
consequences.” 

In the spring of 1931, Tuchkov suggested to 
Metropolitan Peter that he work as an informer for 
the GPU. On 25 May, Metropolitan Peter wrote to 
Menzhinsky that “such an occupation is incompat- 
ible with my calling andis, moreover, unsuited to my 
nature.” And again he wrote to Menzhinsky: “In our 
weakness, we fall more or less short of that ideal, that 
truth, which is enjoined upon Christians. But ic is 
important not to be burdened only with earthly 
matters, and therefore to refrain from violently mur- 
dering the truth and departing from its path. Other- 
wise it would be better to renounce God alto- 
gether... In this matter one would come up against 
two completely contradictory principles: Christian 
and revolutionary. ‘The basis of the former principle 
is love for one’s neighbor, forgiveness ofall, brother- 
hood, humility; while the basis of the latter principle 
is: the end justifies the means, class warfare, pillage, 
«te, Ifyou lookat things from the point of view of this 
second principle, you enter upon the revolutionary 
path and hurl yourself into warfare, and thereby you 
renounce not only the true symbol of the Christian 
Faith and annihilate its foundations — the idea of 
love and the rest, but also the principles of the 
confession of the faith. There is no need to say how 
this dilemma— between love for one’s neighbor and 
class warfare — is to be resolved by a seriously 
believing person who is, morcover, nota hireling, but 


a real pastor of the Church. He would hardly know 
any peace for the rest of his life fhe subjected himself 
to temptation from the direction of the above- 
mentioned contradictions.” 

‘Metropolitan Peter's sufferings after the visits of. 
Tuchkov were so acute that for some days his right 
arm and leg were paralyzed. 

On 23 July 1931, the OGPU condemned Met- 
ropolitan Peter to five years in a concentration camp 
“for stubborn opposition to the Soviet authority and 
persistent counter-revolutionary activity.” Immedi- 
ately after this sentence had been passed, OGPU 
agents [Iakov Savlovich] Agranov and Tuchkov sent 
the administration of the Ekaterinburg prison a note 
recommending that Metropolitan Peter be kept 
under guard in an inner isolation cell. 

In the summer of 1933, they substituted for his 
exercise in the common courtyard exercise in a tin 
separate courtyard, which was like a damp cellar: its 
floor was frequently covered with puddles of rainwa- 
ter, its air polluted with the stench of a neighboring 
cesspit. When Vladyka saw this place, he had an 
asthma attack and barely made it to his room, Soon, 
the prison administration cold him that the money 
that had been donated for him had been spent, and 
that they would no longer be providing him with 
additional food from the refectory. Vladyka was 
placed in strict isolation, ‘The doctor's assistant who 
was in the cell next to his was strictly forbidden to 
center into any kind of relation with him, and his 
request to mect the local bishop was denied. 

In August of 1933, Vladyka wrote to the authori- 
ties: “In essence, the locum tenancyis of no interest to 
me personally. On the contrary, it constantly keeps 
mein the fetters of persecution. But must recognize 
the fact that the resolution of the given question does 
not depend on my initiative and cannot be an act of 
my will alone. By my calling, I am inextricably 
bound to the spiritual interests and will of the whole 
Local Church. So the question of the disposition of 
the locum tenancy, not being a personal question, 
cannor be left to my discretion, else I would turn out 
tobea traitor of the Holy Church. By the way, in the 
act [concerning my undertaking the duties of lacum 
tenens] there isa remark to the effect that am bound 
not to decline to fulfill the will of Patriarch Tikhon, 
and consequently the will ofthe hicrarchs who signed 
theact...,as well asthe will of the clergy and believers 
who have been in communion in prayer with me 
these past ninc years.” 
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Protopresbyter Michael Pol'sky cites the words 
of one witness, that Metropolitan Peter had secret 
links with Metropolitan Joseph, who was in exile in 
Chimkent, Kazakhstan. Pol'sky also writes that 
Peter was freed for a short time in 1935. This was 
confirmed by the Paris newspaper Resurrection 
[Vozrozhdenie}, which reported that Peter refused to 
make concessions in exchange for the patriarchal 
throne and was again exiled. Another Paris newspa- 
per, Russian Thought (Russkaya Mysl] reported that 
Peter demanded that Sergius hand over the locum 
tenancy to him, but Sergius refused. 

Viadyka was then transferred to the special- 
purpose Upper-Urals Prison, put in an isolation cel, 
and assigned the number 114 instead of being given 
a name, so that no one would learn the fate of the 
locum tenens, He reached the end of his term on 23 
July 1936, yet was nor released, his term being 
prolonged for a further three years. From this time, 
the conditions of his imprisonment became even 
stricter: he hardly saw anyone except the prison 
warden and his assistant. 

(On the evening of 2 August, Metropolitan Peter 
asked to speak with the prison warden, Arteyev. The 
next day, Artemyev made a report, in which his 
assistant, Yakovlev, recommended that Metropoli- 
tan Peter be brought to trial, on the grounds that he 
had “made an attempt to establish links with the 
outside world.” ‘Then Artemyev and Yakovlev de- 
clared that Metropolitan Peter was an “irreconcilable 
enemy of Soviet authority and slanders the existing 
state structure..., accusing it of ‘persecuting the 
Church’ and ‘her workers’. He slanderously accuses 
the NKVD organs of acting with prejudice toward 
him.... He tried to make contact with the outside 
world from prison, using for this purpose the prison’s 


‘medical personnel, as a result of which he received a 
prosphora as a sign of greeting from the clergy of 
Verkhne-Ural.” 

On 29 August/11 September 1936, the death of 
Metropolitan Peter was officially announced. On 
14/27 December, Metropolitan Sergius assumed the 
title of locum tenens of the patriarchal throne and 
‘Metropolitan of Krutitsa, even though, as he himself 
had admitted, the rights of the deputy of the locum 
tenensceased immediately with thedeath ofthe locum 
tenenshimself, and as Metropolitan Peter had written 
in 1931, “my removal would bring in its wake the 
departure also of my deputy, Metropolitan Sergius.” 

However, Metropolitan Peter was notdead. His 
execution came later: “On 2 October 1937, the 
troika of the UNKVD for the Chelyabinsk Region 
decreed the execution by firing squad of Peter 
Fyodorovich (Polyansky), Metropolitan of Krutitsa. 
‘The sentence was carried out on 10 October 1937, at 
16:00 hours. Head of the UGB of the UNKVD 
security forces, Lieutenant Podobedov.” 

Hieromartyr Peter’s body was interred in an 
unknown grave, in the city of Magnitogorsk. 

‘The Russian Orthodox Church Abroad glorified 
St. Peter with the other New Martyrs and Confessors 
of the Church of Russia, on 19 October/1 November 
1981. And on 7/20 June 1999, the Moscow 
Patriarchate followed suit, glorifying him as a new 
hicromartyr, and additionally entering his name 
among the Synaxis of the Saints of Belorussia, because 
of his early service at the seminary in Zhirovitsy. 


Retrieved 10/5/11 from http://www.orthodox.net/ 
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COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY NEW-HIEROMARTYR PETER, 
METROPOLITAN OF KRUTITSA, 
‘Tue GUARDIAN OF THE PATRIARCHAL THRONE 
WHOSE MEMORY THE CHURCH CELEBRATES ON 
THE 27™ DAY OF THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 


AT GREAT VESPERS 


Afier the Introductory Psalm, we chant “Blessed is the 
man...”, the first antiphon. 


On “Lord, U have cried...", 8 tichera: 4 in Tone IV, 
Spee. Mel.: “As one valiant among the marty 


Firm as adamant, O hieromartyr Peter, true to 
thy name thou wast a rock of salvation amid the 
raging tempests of thy times; for, beset by surging 
waves of dire temptations, the faithful clung to thee 
as to a spiritual refuge. Wherefore, celebrating thy 
most honored memory with faith, we praise thee 
for thy great steadfastness of soul. Tivice 
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Not a hireling wast thou, O archpastor of the 
fold of the Church; for, wielding thy shepherd’s staff 
with great authority, thou didst drive the noetic 
wolves far from the flock of Christ. Neither didst 
thou enter into fellowship with the enemics of the 
Faith, bue didst utter dire pronouncements against 
them, to protect thine innocent sheep and lambs. 

‘With wondrous courage of soul, O divinely 
wise Peter, thou didstsetarnaughtall the machina- 
tions of the godless ones, who sought to destroy the 
Holy Church of Christ; for thou didst clearly 
perceive their wickedness, and didst see them to be 
minions of the father of lies. Wherefore, moved by 
thy wondrous witness, we earnestly glorify thee. 


And 4 in Tone I: Spec. Mel: “O all-praised 
‘martyrs 

O all-praised Peter, the land of Voronezh 
boasteth in thee, for thou didst bless it by thy birth. 
‘The scion ofa priestly line, thou didst shed rays of 
grace divine upon thy native place, standing as a 
ian against all who would deprive it of its 
ual worth. Twice 

© most lauded Peter, Moscow doth cherish 
thee like a priceless gem, and the Monastery of the 
Holy Trinity, where the holy body of the venerable 
Sergius lieth like a pearl, likewise keepeth thy 
memory. Wherefore, by the grace that abideth in 
thee enrich those who honor thee with love. 

O greatly hymned Peter, like the apostle of the 
nations of old thou didst endure all manner of 
bodily sufferings; for thou wast subjected to cruel 
frost, to lengthy exiles and imprisonments, and to 
betrayal by false brethren: yerdidse thou never falter 
in thy bold confession of the Truth. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in Tone Il — 

Cast forth by the godless ones to die in the 
snow-bound wilderness, thou wast wondrously 
preserved by our merciful Lord, O Peter; for as He 
sent ravens to feed His prophet Elijah, so did He 
send a bear of the forest to lie down at thy side and 
save thee with the warmth of its body. O wonder 
strange and all-glorious! How doth a savage beast, 
against its nature, serve the godly hierarch, at the 
behest of its Creator and Lord? 


Now & ever. 
tone — 


: Dogmatic theotokion, in the same 


‘The shadow of the law passed away when grace 
arrived; for, as the bush wrapped in flame did not 
burn, so as a Virgin didse thou give birth and yet 
remaina Virgin. In placeof the pillar offire, the Sun 
of righteousness hath shone forth. Instead of 
Moses, Christ is come, the Salvation of our souls. 


Entrance. Prokimenon of the day. Three Readings: 

READING FROM THE PropHecy oF IsAlAH 
‘Thus saith the Lord: “All the nations are gathered 
together, and princes shall be gathered out of them. 
Who will declare these things, or who will declare 
to you things from the beginning? Let them bring 
forth their witnesses, and be justified; and let them 
hear, and declare the truth. Be ye My witnesses, and 
T too am a witness,” saith the Lord God, “and My 
servant whom Ihave chosen: that ye may know, and 
believe, and understand that I am He; before Me 
there was no other God, and after Me there shall be 
none. I am God; and beside Me there is no Savior. 
Thave declared, and have saved; I have reproached, 
and there was no strange god among you. Yeare My 
witnesses, and I am the Lord God, even from the 
beginning; and there is none that can deliver out of 
My hands. Iwill work, and who shall turn it back?” 
Thus saith the Lord God Who redeemeth you, the 
Holy One of Israel. 


READING FROM THE Wisbom oF SOLOMON 
‘Though the righteous be prevented with death, yet 
shall he be in rest. For honorable age is not that 
which standeth in length of time, nor that is mea- 
sured by number of years. But wisdom is the gray 
hair unto men, and an unspotted life is old age. He 
pleased God, and was beloved of Him:so that living 
among sinners he was translated. Yea, speedily was 
he taken away, lest that wickedness should alter his 
understanding, or deceit beguile his soul. For the 
bewitching of naughtiness doth obscure things that 
are honest; and the wandering of concupiscence 
doth undermine the simple mind. He, being made 
perfect in a short time, fulfilled a long time: for his 
soul pleased the Lord; therefore hasted He to take 
him away from among the wicked. This the people 
saw, and understood not, neither laid they up this 
in their minds: that His grace and mercy is with His 
saints, and that He hath respect unto His chosen. 


=3rs 


READING FROM THE WisDOM OF SOLOMON: 
When the righteous is praised, che people will 
rejoice; for his memory is immortality, because itis 
known with God, and with men; for his soul 
pleased the Lord. Love wisdom, therefore, © men, 
and live; desire her, and ye shall be instructed. For 
the beginning of her is love and the observation of 
the law. Honor wisdom, that ye may reign for 
evermore, will tell you, and will not hide from you 
the mysteries of God, for He it is Who is the 
inserucror of wisdom, the Director of the wise, the 
Master ofall understanding and activity. And wis- 
dom teacheth all understanding; for in herisaspirie 
understanding and holy, the brightness of the ever- 
lasting light, and the image of the goodness of God. 
She maketh friends of God, and prophets; she is 
more beautiful than the sun, and above all the 
constellations of the stars; compared with the light, 
she is found preéminent. She hath delivered from 
pain those who please her, and guided them in right 
paths, given them knowledge of holy things, de- 
fended them from their enemies, and given them a 
mighty struggle, that they might all know that 
godlinessis stronger than al; vice shall never prevail 
against wisdom, neither shall judgment pass away 
without convicting the evil. For they said to them- 
selves, reasoning unrighteously: “Let us oppress the 
righteous man, let us not spare his holiness, neither 
need we be ashamed of the ancient gray hairs of the 
aged, for our strength shall be a law unto us; let us 
lic in wait for the righteous, for he is displeasing to 
us, opposeth our doings, upbraideth us with our 
offending the law, and denounceth to our infamy 
the transgressions of our training. He professeth to 
have the knowledge of God, and calleth himself the 
child of the Lord. He is become a reproof to our 
thoughts, and is grievous even for us to behold; for 
his life is not like other men’s, his ways are of 
another fashion. We are accounted by him as a 
mockery, and he avoideth our ways as filth, and 
pronounceth the end of the just to be blessed. Let 
us see if his words be true; let us test what things 
happen to him. Let us examine him with mockery 
and torture, that we may know his meekness and 
prove his forbearance. Let us condemn him with a 
shameful death, for by his own words shall he be 
visited.” Such things did they imagine, and were 


deceived; for their own wickedness blinded them. 
As for the mysteries of God, they knew them n 
neither bethought they that Thou alone art God, 
"Who hase the power of life and death, savest in time 
of tribulation, and deliverest from all evils Who art 
compassionate and merciful, givest grace to Thy 
saints and opposest the prideful with Thine own 
arm. 


Aposticha stichera, in Tone Il: Spec. Mel: “When 
from the Tree...” — 

‘When the storm of persecution fell upon the 
Holy Church, and famine and tribulations beset 
the Russian land, wicked men, cruel usurpers of 
authority, smote the faithful with the whips of 
oppression, tormenting many and slaying more. 
Bur, fearing God rather than man, with thy holy 
brethren thou didst cry: Glory to our merciful 
Lord! 

Stichos: Thy priests shall be clothed with righ- 
tcousness, and Thy righteous shall rejoice. 

When thou didst boldly denounce the false 
ministers who, like Ham of old, had held the 
patriarch, their spiritual father, in utter contempt, 
lo! the enemies of the Holy Church rose up against 
thee, and laying hands upon thee, cast thee into 
prison. Yer, undaunted by their malice and enmity, 
thou didst cry: Glory to our merciful Lord! 

Stichos: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lords 
in His commandments shall he greatly delight. 

When, like the scribes and Pharisees of old, 
they who sowed dissension within the Church of 
Cirist feigned a desire for fellowship with thee and 
thy followers, thou didst lay bare their treachery for 
all to sce, for they were willing servants of the 
rists. Wherefore, we cry to thee, O holy 

: Glory to Him Who hath glorified thee! 


Idiomelon, in Tone VIII — 


Glory. 

Arise, ye Orthodox Christians! And as the 
people of Russia once cried out in lamentation and 
distress, life up your voices now to Christ in adora- 


tion, giving thanks to Him in hymns of praise for 
the myriad sacred mediators who pray before His 
heavenly throne, whom the ungodly slew without 
pity in great multitudes, among whom was the all- 
wise Peter, the glory of the Church of Russia, the 
boast of Krutitsa, who having tended wel the flock 
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of his Master, with courage willingly laid down his 
life for the sheep, and dwelleth now in the fold of 
paradise on high, wherehe intercedeth with loving- 
kindness in behalf of our souls. 


Now &cver...: Theotokion, in the same tone — 

 unwedded Virgin who didst ineffably con- 
ceive God in the flesh, Mother of God Most High: 
Accept the entreaties of thy servants, O most 
immaculate one, granting unto all cleansing of 
transgressions; and, accepting now our supplica- 
tions, pray thou that we all be saved. 


Troparion of the new-hieromartyr, in Tone II — 

Called through divine providence to the 
hierarchal ministry by the holy Patriarch Tikhon, 
thou wast revealed to the flock of Christ as an ever- 
vigilane guardian and fearless defender, O 
hicromartye Peter. Cruel imprisonment and dis- 
cant banishment, sufferings and death didse thou 
endure at the hands of those who fought against 
God, and having received the crown of martyrdom, 
in heaven thou dost now rejoice. Entreat our mer- 
cifal God, that He preserve our Church from 
disorders, that He grant oneness of mind and peace 
to His people, and that He save our souls. 


Glory. ., Now & ever...: Resurrectional theotokion, 
in the same tone — 

All of thy most glorious mysteries are beyond 
comprehension, © Theotokos; for, thy purity 
sealed and thy virginity intact, thou art known tobe 
true Mother, having given birth unto God. Him 
do thou entreat, that our souls be saved. 


‘AT MATINS 
At “God is the Lord...", the troparion of the new- 
hieromartyr, ewice; Glory..., Now & ever...: 
Resurrectional theotokion (see above). 


After the firse chanting of the Psalter, this sessional 
hymn, in Tone IV: ‘Joseph marveled. 

‘The wicked tyrant was dismayed, hearing of 
thy steadfast endurance of all the corments he 
inflicted on thee, O Peter; for thou didst utterly 
resist his importunings, didst spurn his blandish- 
ments and false promises, and by thy strength of 
soul didst render vain his wicked machinations. 


Wherefore, enraged, he commanded his vile 
minions to slay thee, thus admitting thee to life 
everlasting. Twice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion — 

Joseph marveled, beholding that which is 
beyond nature; and, pondering thy seedless con- 
ception, OTheorokos, he brought to mind the rain 
cn the fleece, the bush which was not consumed by 
the fire, and the rod of Aaron which budded forth. 
And, bearing witness, thy betrothed and protector 
cried out to the priests: The Virgin giveth birth, yet 
remaineth virgin even after giving birth! 


Affer the second chanting of the Psalter, this sessional 
hymn, in Tone VIII: Spec. Mel.: “That which was 
commanded...” — 

False witnesses, strangers to the truth and trai- 
tors to the Church they feigned to serve, rose up at 
the behest of the godless, and bore perjured testi- 
mony against thee, O all-glorious Peter, accusing 
thee of treason and treachery; but though impris- 
oned in a foul dungcon, O saint, thy soul soared on 
high like a noctic eagle, Tivice 


Glory... Now & ever...: Theotokion — 

O good one, who gavest birth to the immutable 
God, by thy pleas make firm my heart, which is ever 
changeable through sin and slothfulness, and 
through the assaults of the deceiver, that I also may 
glorify thee with thanksgiving. O Mary, most im- 
maculate Theotokos, have mercy upon the flock 
which thou hast acquired! 


Polyeleos, and this magnification — 

We magnify thee, O holy new-hicromartyr 
Peter, and we reverence thine honored sufferings, 
which thou didst endure for Christ. 


Selected Psalm verses — 
A. Our God is refuge and strength. (Ps. 45: 2] 
B_ Ahlperin afflictions which mightily befall us. 


(Ps. 45: 2] 
A. Therefore shall we not fear when the earth be 
shaken. [Ps. 45: 3] 


B_O God, who shall be likened unto Thee? Be 
Thou not silent, neither be still, O God. 
[Ps. 82: 2] 
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For behold, Thine enemies have made a noise, 
and they that hate Thee have lifted up heir 
heads. [Ps. 82: 3] 
Against Thy people have they taken 
counsel, and have conspired against Thy saints. 
[Ps. 82: 4] 
‘They have made the dead bodies of Thy ser- 
vants to be food for the birds of heaven. 


[Ps. 78: 2] 
The flesh of Thy saints for the beasts of the 
earth, [Ps. 78: 2] 
‘They have poured out their blood like water. 
[Ps. 78: 3] 
For Thy sake we are slain all the day long. 
[Ps. 43: 23] 
‘We are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 
(Ps. 43: 23] 
‘Thou hast made usa byword among the nations. 
[Ps. 43: 15] 
‘And I became a man scourged all the day long. 
Ps, 72: 14] 
By fire hast Thou tried us even as silver is tried 
by fire, [Ps. 65: 11] 


We went through fire and water, and Thou 
didst bring us out into refreshment. [Ps 65: 12] 
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous. 


(Ps. 31: 11] 
For the Lord is in the generation of the righ- 
teous. [Ps. 13: 5] 
And their inheritance shall be for ever. 

[Ps. 36: 18] 
‘The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them. 

(Ps. 33: 18] 


A light hath dawned forth for the righteous 
man, and gladness for the upright of heart. 


(Ps. 96: 11] 
In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous 
be. (Ps. 111: 6] 


In the saints that are in His earth hath the Lord 
been wondrous; He hath wrought all His de- 
sires in them. (Ps. 15: 3] 
Wondrous is God in His saints, the God of 
Israel. [Ps. 67: 36] 
The righteous man shall flourish like a palm 
tree, and like a cedar in Lebanon shall he be 
multiplied. [Ps. 91: 13] 


‘A. The righteous man shall be glad in the Lord, 
and shall hope in Him. [Ps. 63: 11] 
B And all the upright in heart shall be praised. 
(Ps. 63: 11] 
Glory..., Now & ever. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Allel 
Thrice 


. glory to Thee, O God. 


After the Polyles, this esional hymn, in Tone I 
Spec. Mel.: “Of the divine Faith... 

Having studied well the 
Paul, that he wrote to his disciple, © holy Peter, 
thou didst follow after righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, patience and meekness, ever shunning 
all vain ambition, which led some among thy fellow 
hierarchs to err in the faith. Tivice 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion — 

Thou wast a divine tabernacle, surpassing the 
angels in purity, O most pure one who alone art 
Virgin and Mother. With the divine water of thy 
supplications do thou cleanse me, who have, more 
than all others, become dust and am defiled by 
carnal transgressions. 


Song of Ascents, the first antiphon of Tone IV 


Prokimenon, in Tone IV — 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints. 

‘Stichos: What shall I render unto the Lord for all 
that He hath rendered unto me? 


Let every breath praise the Lord. 


GosPet ACCORDING TO JOHN, 35 
‘The Lord said to the Jews who came to Him: “For 
judgment I am come into this world, that they who 
see not might see; and that they who see might be 
made blind.” And some of the Pharisees who were 
with Him heard these words, and said unto Him: 
“Are we blind also?” Jesus said unto them: “If ye were 
blind, yeshould havenosin: butnowyesay, Wesee’s 
therefore your sin remaineth. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, he who entereth not by the door into the 
sheepfold, butclimbeth up some other way, the same 
isa thieFand a robber. But he who entereth in by the 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter 
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copeneth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth 
his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. And 
when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before 
them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his 
voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will 
flee from him: for they know not the voice of 
strangers.” This parable spake Jesus unto them: but 
they understood notwhat things they were which He 
spake unto them. Then said Jesus unto them again: 
“Verily, verily, I say unco you, I am the door of the 
sheep. All that ever came before Me are thieves and 
robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the 
door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, 
and shall go in and out, and find pasture.” 


After Psalm 50, ths sticheron, in Tone VI— 
Let us sing a new song unto the wondrous 
Peter, the valiant warrior of our Lord and Savior, 
who gloriously battled the enemies of Christ, set- 
ting at naught the plottings of the evil one and 
confounding all the wiles of His minions; for, 
splendidly arrayed in the full armor of the Christian 
Virtues, with noetic sword and spear he won a 
mighty victory for his Master, the King of kings. 


Canon of Supplication t0 the Theotokos [the 
Paraclesis), with 6 troparia, including the irmos 
twice; and that of the new-hieromartyr, with 8 
troparia, the acrostic whereofis “The faithful cling to 
Peter as to a rock’, in Tone II — 
Opel 

Irmos: To God, Who alone saved His people in the 
sea and engulfed the adversaries, let us sing, for He 
hath been glorified. 

‘To God Who alone saved His servant Peter 
amid a sea of trials and misfortunes let us sing, for 
He hath been glorified. 

Having set the wiles of theadversaries of God at 
naught, O saint, thou didst hymn the Lord, for He 
hath been glorified. 

Engulfed by cruel afflictions, thou didst cry 
unto thy Savior, O holy one, and Heesaved thee, for 
He hath been glorified. 

Theotokion: Full of grace art thou, as the arch- 
angel exclaimed in wonder, O Lady; wherefore, thy 
Son hath glorified thee above all. 


Ope IIT 
Irmos: Make firm our hearts, O Lord, and enlighten 
us to hymn Thee, that we may glorify Thee, O 
Savior, unto the ages of ages. 

As one firm of heart, © holy hierarch, thou 
didst boldly denounce the schismatics who be- 
trayed the Tradition of the Church. 

Ilumine our benighted hearts, O blessed one, 
and deliver us from tribulations, that with thee we 
may glorify our Savior. 

The holy Tikhon named thee a guardian of his 
sacred throne, for he saw in thee firmness of heart 
and love for the Church. 

Theotokion: Help us, O Mother of our Lord, for 
wearesunkin the mire ofour transgressions and are 
covered with the darkness of sin. 


Sessional hymn, in Tone I: Spec. Mel.: “Thy tomb, O 
Savior. 

‘The godless sent soldiers to guard thee, O Peter, 
keeping thee close confined in a narrow cell and 
starving thee, striving thus co break thy will and 
make thee their willing thrall. But thou didst not 
deny Christ by bowing to their demands, for death 
held no sting for thee. 


Glory... Now & ever...: Theotokion — 

O all-holy Virgin, thou hope of Christians, 
with the holy hieromartyr unceasingly entreat God, 
to Whom thou gavest birth in manner past under- 
standing and recounting, that He grant the remis- 
sion of all sins and amendment of life unto those 
who ever glorify thee with faith and love. 


Ope IV 
Irmos: Thou hast shown us constant love, O Lord, 
for Thou didst give Thine only-begotten Son over 
to death for us. Wherefore, in thanksgiving we cry 
to Thee: Glory to Thy power, O Lord! 

Following their own will and base lusts, the 
betrayers of the Faith disdained the sacred Councils 
of the Church and the holy canons thereof; but 
Peter cried out: Glory to Thy power, O Lord! 

Unto all didst thou show love, O hieromartyr, 
imitating the Only-begotten of the Father, the 
\Vanquisher of death and in constancy of soul thou 
didst cry to Him: Glory to Thy power, O Lord! 
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Like Christ, thy Lord and Master, thou wast 
sentenced to death by the ungodly, O most blessed 
Peter; and standing now in the heavens, thou criest 
out constantly: Glory to Thy power, O Lord! 

Theotokion: Continually dost thou offer sup- 
plication to the Master, O Mother of God, and he 
hearkeneth to thy maternal entreaties; wherefore, 
in thanksgiving we cry aloud: Glory to Thy power, 
© Lord! 


Ope V 
Irmos: Having dispelled the gloom of my soul with 
‘Thy light, O Christ Who alone art full of loving- 
kindness, receive me. Out of the night I ery unto 
Thee: Illumine my thoughts! 

Like a bright beacon doth grace shine forth 
from thee, casting the light of Christ into the noetic 
gloom that enshroudeth our souls, O hicromartyr, 
and illumining our thoughts. 

In the loving-kindness of His mercy hath 
Christ, Who loveth mankind, given the holy Peter 
to the faithful as a firm rock, and to his glorious 
confession do our souls cling for salvation, 

Now doth the night of rials recede, for Christ, 
the Sun of righteousness, ever shineth upon us the 
light of His grace, the holy Peter reflecting it like a 
secondary luminary. 

Theotokion: Gloom and despondency lie upon 
uslikea shroud because of our sins, O Mistress, and 
weare in sore distress; yet in hope we cry unto thee: 
With the light of thy Son illumine us! 


Ove VI 
Irmos: Uhave been cast into the abyss of the heart of 
the sea of iniquities, and like Jonah I cry unto Thee: 
Lead me up from corruption, that I may render my 
supplications unto Thee, O Lord! 

“The prophet Jonah preached repentance to the 
sinful Ninevites atthe command of God; and by his 
steadfast witness to the Truth of the Faith Peter 
proclaimed the precepts of the Gospel. 

Ohow like Jonah wast thou, Ohieromartyr; for 
as he dwelt in the belly of the sea-monster, so didst 
thou abide in prison until, like him, thou wast 
spewed forth on the dry land of Paradise. 

Prison walls could not silence the sound of thy 
corrections, O martyr, and the tyrants were filled 


with terror by thy steadfast witness; wherefore, 
thine entreaties are heard by the Lord. 

Theotokion: Ever do we sink into the abyss of 
sin, borne down by our iniquities; yer, trusting in 
thy speedy aid, O Virgin, we cry out in anguished 
supplication: Lead us up out of the sea of 
corruption! 


Kontakion, in Tone I — 

‘Trueto thy sacred oath, thou didst accept death 
after many torments, O holy hierarch Peter; where- 
fore, thou art gone up in triumph into heaven, 
where thy prayers are unceasing for those who 
honor thy martyrdom. Glory to Him Who gave 
thee the strength to prevail! Glory to. Him Who 
hath accepted thy willing sacrifice! Glory to Him, 
Osaint, in Whose joy thou ever abidest! 

‘Thos: Amid temptations that were like shoals of 
sand amid the sea of life, and trials thar like reefs 
threatened the ship of the Church, thou wast a 
skillful helmsman, O Peter, guiding it unharmed to 
the safe haven of salvation. And, thus delivered 
from divers misfortunes and perils by thy divine 
guidance, O glorious one, in thanksgiving we ery 
outto thy Master Whostilled the raging of the Lake 
of Gennesaret for His disciples: Glory to Thee, in 
Whose joy the saints ever abide! 


Ove VIE 
Irmos: OF old, the three children would not bow 
down before the golden image, the object of the 
Persians’ worship, but chanted in the midst of the 
furnace: O God of our fathers, blessed art Thou! 

“Thou wouldst not bow the knees of thy soul to 
the abominable demands of the ungodly, who 
fought against God, O saint; but, full of zeal, didst 
cry aloud: O God of our fathers, blessed art Thou! 

Entering thy prison cell, as of old the three 
youths entered the fiery furnace, O Peter, thou didst 
not despair, but, aflame with love for God, didst ever 
cry: O God of our fathers, blessed art Thou! 

Right gloriously didst thou denounce those 
who betrayed the Holy Faith, secking to please men 
instead of God; and in thy boldness thou didst not 
cease to cry: O God of our fathers, blessed art Thou! 

Theotokion: All of us, the sinful, bend the knees 
of our souls before idols of our own fashioning: 
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avarice, gluttony and lust; but grant us, O Maiden, 
the strength of will to cry: © God of our fathers, 
blessed art Thou! 


Ove VIII 
Jrmos: In Babylon, the youths, who steadfastly 
worshipped the living God, scorned the musical 
instruments; and, as they stood in the midst of the 
flame, raising ahyma ficfor God they said: Bless the 
Lord, all ye works of the Lord! 

Seeking to purchase the grace of the Spirit, 
Simon Magus was denounced by the Apostle Peter; 
and he who imagined tharhe could save the Church 
of God by worldly means was likewise reproved by 
thee, O hicromartyr. 

The sound of Babylonian music was overcome 
by the singing of the pious youths in the furnace; 
and the cry of thy witness, O Peter, stilled the 
pratings of the godless; for thou didst cry: Bless the 
Lord, all ye works of the Lord! 

O the boldness thou hast acquired before God, 
venerable hieromartyr! O the power wherewith 
Hehath invested thee, to pray for persecuted Chris- 
tians who ever cry out to Him: Bless the Lord, all ye 
works of the Lord! 

Theotokion: As the youths who stood un- 
harmed amid the flames, spurning the edict of the 
Babylonian king, so preserve us unharmed amid 
the fire of temptations, O Lady, that we may chant: 
Bless the Lord, all ye works of the Lord! 


Opr IX 

Jrmos: Commemorating the saints, we magnify 
thee, the Theorokos who knew not wedlock, as her 
who gave birth to the Salvation of our souls. 

Repentance and the repudiation of their errors 
didse thou require of those returning to the Holy 
‘Church, wherein lieth salvation, O saint. 

O the sufferings thou didst bear for thy Master, 
O Peter: for thou didst endure frost and storms, 
utter poverty and destitution for His sake. 

‘Commemorating with hymns of praise the 
bold witness of Peter, the hicromartyr of Christ, let 
us magnify him without ceasing as our intercessor. 

Theotokion: Knowing that thou arc enthroned as 
(Queen atthe head ofall the choirs ofsaintsand angels, 
 Theotokos, we beg thee to pray for our salvation. 


Exapostilarion: Spec. Mel: “Having fallen asleep in 
the flesh...” — 

‘When thy soul departed thy care-worn body, O 
hieromartyr Peter, thy King and Lord took it into 
Hisall-pure hands and, lifting ic up, set itto dwell, 
immortal, in the paradise of incorruption, in the 
kingdom of grace. 


Theotokion — 

Stand beside us, O merciful Maiden, when 
death inevitably overtaketh us, and put co flight the 
dark hordes that strive to drag us down into hades, 
lest we be deprived of aplace in the kingdom of thy 
Son and our God. 


On the Praises, 4stichera, in Tone I: Spec. Mel: "Jay 
of the ranks of heaven..." — 

Joyoftheranks of martyrs, our mighty interces- 
sor among hierarchs, O most blessed Peter, save us 
by thine intercession; for after God and the 
Theotokos do we set on thee our steadfast hope. 
Twice 

Having died a martyr’s death for thy Lord, thou 
standest before Him on high, O glorious 
hieromartyr; wherefore, ever beseech him in thine 
entreaties, that He restore the light of piety to 
suffering Russia. 

Having died most valiantly, O holy one, thou 
wast enrolled in the armies on high, standing amid 
the choir of the new martyrs of Christ, and praying 
without ceasing, that we be saved who honor thy 
memory. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in Tone VI — 
Like a tree of goodly foliage thou wast planted 
in the meadow of redemption, O hierarch Peter 
most wise, and dost cast the shade of thy mediation 
over those who celebrate thy feast with love and 
praise, overshadowing them as they rest amid the 
verdure of grace, and shielding chem from the 
burning rays of temptations; wherefore we, the 
faithful, glorify chee with hymns as is meet. 
Now & ever...: Theotokion — 
© Mistress, accept the supplications of thy 
servants, and deliver us from all want and grief. 
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Great Doxology. Troparia. Litanies. Dismival. First 
Hour. 


AT LITURGY 
On the Beatitudes, 8 roparia: 4 from Ode II] and 4 
_from Ode VI of the canon of she hieromartyr. 


Prokimenon, in Tone IV— 

Thave hated the congregation of evil-doers, and 
with the ungodly will I not sit. 

Stichos: Judge me, O Lord, for in mine innocence 
have I walked. 


Epistie To THE RoMANs, $99 
Brethren: We know that all things work together 
for good to those who love God, to those who are 
the called according to His purpose. For whom He 
did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of His Son, that He might be 
the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover 
whom He did predestinate, those He also called: 
and whom He called, those He also justified: and 
whom He justified, those He also glorified. What 
shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, 
who can beagainst us? He Who spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us ll, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all things? Who 
shall layany thing to the charge of God's elect? Shall 
God Who justifieth? Who is he who condemneth? 
It is Christ Who died, yea rather, Who is risen 
again, Who is even ar the right hand of God, Who 
algo maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As itis written: ForThy sake weare 
kalled all the day long; weare accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter, Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him Who loved us. For 
Tam persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 


from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 


Alleluia, in Tone II— 

Stichos: The mouth of the righteous shall meditate 
‘wisdom, and his tongue shall speak of judg- 
ment. 

Stichos: The law of his God is in his heart, and his 
steps shall not be tripped. 


Gosret ACCORDING TO JoHN, § 52 

‘The Lord said to His disciples: “These things 1 
command you, thatye love one another. Ifthe world 
hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated 
you. Ifyewere of the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you our of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you. Remember the word that Isaid unto you 
‘The servant is not greater than his lord, Ifthey have 
persecured Me, they will also persecute yous if they 
have kept My saying, they will keep yours also, But 
all these things will they do unto you for My name's 
sake, because they know not Him Who sent Me. If 
Thad not come and spoken unto them, they had not 
had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin. He 
who hareth Me hateth My Father also. IF had not 
done among them the works which none other man 
did, they had not had sin: but now have they both 
scen and hated both Me and My Father. But this 
cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that 
is written in their law: They hated Me without a 
cause. But when the Comforter is come, Whom I 
will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit 
of truth, Who proceedeth from the Father, He shall 
testify of Me: and ye also shall bear witness, because 
ye have been with Me from the beginning. ‘These 
things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be 
offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues: 
yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will 
think thar he doeth God service.” 


Communion verse — 
In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be; 
he shall not be afraid of evil tidings. 
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